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NSW POLICE SERVICE 

STATEMENT OF A POLICEIWITNESS 

. In the matter 
of: . 

James·Patrick F"LETCHER. . . 

Place: Maitlan~ PQlice Station 
21 May, 2003 Date: 

Name: Michael John MALONE 

SS·OOraresqStreet,·· Haniilton 
Catholic Bishop 

Tel. No: ii9;697677 

Address: 

Occupation: 

STATES: 

1. This stateme~t made by maO accurately-sets oUt the evidence whiCh I would be 
prepared,lf necessary, to give in court as a~. The statement is true to the 
best Of my knowledge' and belief and I.make it knowing;iha~ if It is tendered in 
.evidence, I ;;hall.be liable ~o prosecution If I have wilfully stated in it ~ing which I 
. know to be false. or do not believe to be true. 

2. J am 63 years of age. 

3. I was bom· into the . catholic Church commenced my trainihg.tor the pri~sthood In 
1~. I was ordained as a priest In 1964 for the Archdiqcese of Sydney serving in _ -

. .' several ~shes in that Archdiocese from 1.965 to the end of 1985 inclusive. I then 
spent three years in the Parramatta Diocese bef~ m~ving to the Diocese of 
'Broken Bay In 1988. I reinaiiieclih a single plUiSh there to-1he-endof'1fJ94-. At the 
end of 1994 lleamt that I had been nominated a Bishop Be was appollited Co­
adjutor Bishop Of the Diocese of Maitland, noW known as Maltland-Newcastle 
Diocese. I took up this position on the 15th Or February 1995. I ~ook over the ' 
position of Bishop of the ·diocese. in November 1995. I have held that position . 
continuously since that time: 

4. I fist came to know Father James FLETCHER early In 1995. I bel,leve'that Jim took 
up his position in. the Branxton parish about January 1995 having been· at the 
Dungog parish for mSllll. ~r lQdhat 

-

Witness: 
c" 

, -~ ·,,'/gnl;"!d. ~:' _S_iy~ne_.d-===-~ _____ _ 
Michael John MALONE 
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5. About 1997 the Principal of St Catherine's Catholic S~ool at .singleton, Patrick 
ROOHAN, approached me. He was also a parishioner at Branxt~n. He informed me 
that be had beaed fbece )M!S a SlJspicign that ,lim EI ETCH6R act~ inappropdately 

6. 

with boys. He offered no specific details but names Jim' CAtllNAN. (The director of 
'CathOlic SchoOIs.at that ~me) J~ FINUCANE (Principal of St~id's, Branxton 
, school) & eolleen TJMOSHENKO,(Ofthe Catholic Schools Office StafQ.: I 
questioned hJm about thes~ suspicioil$ & he was 110t ab,e to offer me a~ything 
further bey<?nd the comment he had earli~r made. ' 

, , 

As a 'result of Patrick R~HAN's approadl to myself, '1latefsP9ke to Mr Michael 
BOWMAN (CurrentDi~or of CathOlic Schools) & Colleen TIMOSHENKO whom 
Mr ROOHAN asseriedmew something of these SuspiCions: In speaking to Ms 
TIMOSHENKO there was a ·denlt:il ~ she 'knew anything of the~e assertions 
'agai~st Jim FLETCHER. 10 view of this & the lack of any specific allegations I made 
a note file & ·took the matter no further at that time. 

7. On the 13th of December 2000 6:r:: . (Who was then & remains th~ 
. of the Maftland-NeWcastIe Dlocese).confided,to me that Jim 

FLETCH~R mig~t have molested his son ,AH about-6 years prior. . A\-\ claims' 
that a person unknown to him raped him at 18 years of age in a pub in the Maitland 
Region, afthough I (3:r:, suspected i N-\ knew this person. Since that 
t.i~e AH 's behaviour'Chanf:le~fradjcaJly. This included excessive drinking, 
extreme outbursts of anger & mood swings; I:ie had .attempted suicide sOon after it 

~ Was claimed. S~ took M to see Jim FLETCHER after the suicide attempt & 
A\-\ stayed at the Branxton PJ'!!Sbytery overnight. ftH Claimed to 'h~e gone to 

·bed fully' clothed & woke LfP naked. . R 'f!l).A--Cr T"[;O 
/ : 

I I 

8. I di~ssed this matte~ with .~ th~n,\iicar G~er8i:'Father:filil·BURSTQN' the 
following day. the 14th of December 2000. BOI has a lot of qualifications & is a' 

. competent man whom 1.felt would be able to mctl:Jire further iOto these assertions. 
He agreed to speak to .f> :t: & report back to myself before any further 
action was taken. I left. the matter In his hands'from that point. . . 

~iqned 
. Witness: Si9ned 

. "" -=>c- -

Michael John MALONE 
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9. On the 3rc! of January'2001 Bill BURSTON reported ba·ck to ine that he had spoken 

to ".' . ~ ~ about A+-\.·s as~e~i~~~: - ~ ~ A--0C [) -
._.. _ ........ iA 

. In ~e absence of any complaint. either formal or. informal the deci~ion 
, . was made not to act. on this at this time. 

. .' 

10. I recall there was a 'SO Minutes' programme on the 2nd of June .2002,. which centred 
on child'seXual abuse within the Catholic Church & an interview with Arch~ishop 
George PELL Sometii1le in the following week I had a conv~iOn with 5t 

I thought it had been .later in the week about the 6th of June 2002 but I 
have been told that BJ received a call off myself on the 5th of June 
2002 which would tt-aen mean that I may have hSd the meeting with, 5I 
prior to that The meeting with . B 1: . centred on his soh's assertions. He 

. told me that. follOwrng'the '60 minutes' programm~ that A\-\ had made his ' 
allegations lothe police. I believe that,~ told me about this on.a professional 

. basis that is he .being the diocese, _ had an obligation to inform 
myself tHat such an allegation had been levaDed against one of the priests. . ..' 

11. I spoke. to the Vicar General. Jim SAUNDERS & told him the contents of my 
Conversation with . ~):.. • We then felt that Jim FLETCHER should be 
informed that an allegation had besn made against him. We the~ drove i.mmediately 
to Branxton& there met with Jim FLEtCHER. I cannot now be certain as to the 
~ot date but I beI~ve this was in the week following the ~ of June 2002. Jim 
SAUNDERS.& I spoke to Jim FLETCHER over a cup of cOffee in the ·kitchen of the 
Branxton Presbyt~. H was there that I said, • Jim I have got some ,bad news for you 
& that news. is that following the 60 minUtes programme of the other night someone 
ha~'com~ forward & has made an allegation of sexual abUse against you.- Jim 
FLETCHER immecfi'ateJy looked unwel,l. He sagg$d & looked confUsed., He was 
obviously shocked & said, -vvho would do such a thingT I said, 'ilt was f\t-\ 

• who .. made. the allegation against you.-. Since. Jim Fl..eIClolI;.R was a 
'. person~1 friend to the A" tc.~ I thought that revealing the name of the ' . 
complainant migh,t trigger in Jim FLETCHER a possible admission of inappropriate 
behaviour. The response Was an immediate denial of any wrongdoing .. Jim , , 

SAUNDERS & I sat with Jim FLETCHER trying to come to terms With ~e enormity 
. of·the allegation. Father Jim SAUNDERS & I became ooncerned for Jim· 
. 'FLETCHER'lrhealtii at this point. I didn't feel comfortable in leaving Jim 

. FLET~HER alone so I had Father Jim SAUNDERS telephone Father Des 
, . HARRiGAN to .come over & remain. with Jim FLETCHER when we left. 

Witness: 
Siqned 

. slgn~ ~ Si~~ned -, 
Michael John MALONE 
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.We waited until Des HARRIGAN arrived & also informed him of tlie allegation. We 
also arranged f~r Father Des to speak to Fa~r BURSTON & Jim Fl:ETCHER's 

c;fQQtor. W~ th~n I~ ~ ceturp~(t ~N~~~:. . . 
12 .. 1 do recalf.that·,1elephoned €>J" to ~erthe Church's assistance & 

suppo~ following th~. aUegatio~s. 

i3.0etective Sergeant Peter FOX later contacted me & an appointment was made for 
!f .i.30am on Thursday the 2CJ'h of June 2002.·1 ~ere met with that officer & Det~ctive 
Senior Constable ANN JOY & Father Jim SAUNDERS. We discussed the 
allegations & overall situation. 

" . 

14. Following this I again·travelled to Branxton with Fatfler Jim SAUNDERS to again .. 
'. speak to Father Jim FLETCHER. I tol4 him that J had spoken to the police & asked 

If he would like to stand down during the· course of the InveStigation. I had spoken to ... . . 
Monsignor Allan HART at the Hamilton C8th.edralto provide·accommodation for 
Father Jim & told him· of this. I gave him this ~on & he thought it over for a time. 
He then told us that he would prefer to·remain in the parish at Branxt~ where he 
had a support network for the difficult time ahead. 

. .' 

15. On TueSday the 18th of March 2003'1 telephoned Mr Michael McDONALD the 
. Executive Director of the Catholic Commissl~ for Employment Relations (CCER) 
who had tried to phone me ~e previous day. Mr ~ONALD is the head of agenCy 
for the PurPoses of matters concerning the Ombudsman's Legislation. He informed . . 
me that he had .received·8 phone caI~ {r.om the Assistant Ombuds~an who .had 
infonned him that the Police Investigation in~o Jim fLETCHER was ~ring 
Completion ~ that charges might soon be laid. With Father Jim SAUNDERS (VICar 
Gene~I)·1 immediately vlsHed Father Jim FLETCHER at his family home in May 
field. In the presence of Father Jim FLETCHER & his mother I informed him that 
charges might soon be laid against him & in ·view of this he should stand down fror:n 
actiVe miniStry imriledfalely. po hearingthis·FatherF1.eTCHER·immediately 
compliea. 

. ." 

16. Throughout ~ese latter meetings Father Jim FLETCHER has alwaYs maintained 
his innocence to these allegations. The last actions I had In regard to Jim 
FLETCHER was when contacted by'MichaellVlcDOANLD infonning myself that the . 
police had requested that FaUier Jim"FLETCHERattend·the Maitland PoliCe'Station 
on WSdnesday the 14th of May 2003 for th~ purpo~e of being Interviewed & possibly 
charg~· ~ relation to. AM 's allegations •. 

. -- - -- . 

Signed 
. Witness: 

'.' -
Mi~ael JOh~ MAf:.ONE 
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I organised for th1s to "occur & Jim SAUNDER later spoke to myself. He requested 
that he be permitted to attend with Father FLETC~ER & his solicitor as ~oral 
support & for .lim FLETCHER's welfare due to" his ill health. I had Jim SAUNDERS 
con~ct Mi~ael McDONALD" & this was organised. 

__ ' s~: VVifness: - -
Michael John MALONE" 

- Witness: Signature: 

Michael John MALONE 
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