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Statement of Jacqueline Leonie Flipo 

Special Commission of Inquiry into matters relating to the Police Investigation of 
certain child sexual abuse allegations In the Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 

On 16 May 2013. I say: 

Preliminary matters 

1. My full name is Jacqueline Leonie Flipo and I am a Detective Senior Constable 
with the NSW Police Force. 

2. This statement is prepared by me for the sole purpose of responding to a 
summons dated 6th May 2013 issued on 6th May 2013 by the Special Commission 
of Inquiry by the Special Commission of Inquiry (established by way of letters 
patent dated 21 November 2012 and varied by letters patent dated 25 January 
2013) for me to produce a statement in relation to a number of defined issues • 

. This statement is produced by me to the Special Commission of Inquiry pursuant 
to the said Issued summons unwillingly and only on the basis that, without 
exception, section 23(2) of the Special Commissions of Inquiry Act 1983 applies 
to restrict the use of this statement and the documents referred in it, and attached 
to it. Pursuant to section 23(2) of the Special Commissions of Inquiry Act 1983, I 
object to the information contained within this statement, and the attachments to 
the statement, being used in any criminal. civil or other proceedings or iJ:lquiries 
or investigations of any kind. 

Background 

3. I was attested as a police officer on 26 April 1991. After my date of attestation, 
I carried out general duties pOlicing work for a period of approximately two to 
three years. Thereafter, I was engaged with the Special Operations Group for a 
period of approximately 18 months. After canying out my duties .with the Special 
Operations Group, I then returned to canyingout some general duties policing 
work and took an uA listing" position. This involved me carrying out plain clothes 
duties policing work as a constable. I later attained a permanent plain clothes 
position. I carried out these duties which involved investigation work including 
matters such as sexual assaults, robberies and murders. I was designated a 
detective in 2001 and since that date, have carried out those duties in the lake 
Macquarie local Area Command. 

Involvement with lJ\'Z3 and McAllnden matters 

4. Annexed hereto and marked with the letter "A" is a copy of a COPS Event (the I 
COPS Event) entry relating to complaints made by. . A 'F ~ith 
respect to a persons of interes' ··U ~ 9 and Father Denis MeAlinden. 
For identification purposes, the COPS Event reierence Is E 11302712. 

5. I first became involved in the tJrL,:;; and MeAlinden matters, to the best of 
my recollection, in or about July of 2001. After the creation of the COPS Event 
the case was sent to the Lake Macquarie area by way of hard copy documents. 
At the time. I was working as a detective within the Lake Macquarie Local Area 
Command. Upon receipt of the documentation, I had responsibility for carrying 



out !nvest!gat!ons in relatio~ to the complaints !1lacl~ by, 1\. F '. As part of 
my rnvestigation I was reqUired to contact. /t F : \ as well as potential 
witnesses. I was also required, once sufficient information was obtained and once 
I was satisfied that there was sufficient Information so as to warrant my 
investigating the whereabouts of each of the alleged perpetrators, to make 
inquiries for the purpose of contacting them. 

6. To the best of my recollection, I commenced making inquiries of the police 
computerised information system as to' the whereabouts of I (J t2.3e and 
Father McAlinden. Those inquiries were not successful as there was insufficient 
information as to the current whereabouts of those persons. I later became aware 

. as a result of information received,' that i U R...3 I had in fact passed away 
in the year 2000. . .. 

7. . Annexed hereto and marked with the letter "8" is a true copy of a case report, 
being C 12089827 {the Case Report}. This Case Report was maintained in, ...
relation to the investigation carried out With respect to thel P, f . natter. I refer 
to the handwritten notations contained within the Case Report, and I. can confirm 
that the handwritten notations at pages 1 and 2 are entries made by myself. The 
dates referred to indicate the dates that the inquiries referred to were actually 
made. 

8. Annexed hereto and marked with the letter ·C" is a true copy of a document with 
. the date 29 August 2002 in the top right-hand comer. The handwriting contained 
on the document is mine. I can confirm that the handwriting contained on the 
document was made on 24 September 2002 and reflects the information which 
was received by me on that date. This entry indicates that on 24 September 
2002, I made contact with the CathOlic Diocese so as to make attempts to locate 
the current whereabouts of Father McAlinden. On that occasion, I spoke to a 
person called Elizabeth, who I understood to be the Bishop's secretary. Elizabeth 
advised me that Father McAlinden had not been in the diocese for a period of 
about 10 years. The last address khown to the diocese was through or care of a 
relative's addr~ss in London. Elizabeth advised me that she would speak to the 
Bishop so as to clarify if there were any further records kept relating to Father 
McAlinden's whereabouts. To the best of my recollection, I did not receive any 
further information relating to Father McAlinden's whereabouts from the Diocese, 
and at this stage I cannot recall whether I made further inquiries of Elizabeth in 
relation to Father McAlinden's whereabouts. 

9. On 26 September 2002, I caused in.quiries to be made through the police Field 
Services. Annexed hereto and marked with the letter "0" is a facsimile coversheet 
addressed to the Commander of Field Services in which a request to use iAsk 
was made. Attached to that facsimile is a report prepared by myself on 
26 September 2002, requesting for inquiries to be made with the Registry of 
Births, Deaths and Marriages regarding the possibl~ death of Father McAlintlen. 

10. Annexed hereto and marked with the letter lie" is a true copy of a document 
received from the Department of Immigration, and Multicultural and Indigenous 
Affairs relating to the iAsk inquiry made. The document is addressed to the 
Commander, Field Services, Information and Intelligence Centre of the NSW 
Police Service. That document, dated 8 October 2002, was referred on to me and 
maintained by me in the records maintained for the investigation. 



11. After receiving the document from the Department of Immigration, and~ 
Mult~cultural and Indigenous Affairs, I continu~.to und~q~ke further in~uiries in 
relation to Father McAlinden's whereabouts. Annexed hereto and marked with the 
letter "F" are two pages containing my hSl'ldwriting. setting out the fU,rther 
inquiries that were made by me. The documents which are photocopied and 
contained within Annexure F are, to the' best of my recollection, post-It notes 
which were kept by myself relating ,to my Inquiries. As a result of my further 
inquiries. I was eventually able to locate Father McAlinden's sister, U" \'1> )n 28 April 2002, I was able to speak with her. Annexed hereto and 
marked with the letter "G" is a true copy of page 96 of the entry made in my 
pOlice notebook at the time. 

12. After I received information that Father McAlinden may have been in the State of 
Western Australia,.1 caused further inquiries to be made through Sergeant 
McSpadden, the person in charge of the NSW Police Lake Macquarie 
Intelligence Office at the time. The results of inquiries made of We stem 

. Australian police indicated that there were no current record.,!,J:n8intalned by that 
ponce service in relation to the whereabouts of Father McAlinden. 

13. After these inquiries had been carried out I was unable to ascertain the then 
. whereabouts of Father McAlinden. My role thereafter was to assist the victim in 

making an application for victim's compensation with respect to the alleged 
crimes perpetrated upon her. 

14. .... During the period when I was carrying out the Investigation with respect to the J'r'F- " allegations,. it is also my belief that I caused to be placed on the 
police Computerised information system thefactthat Father McAlinderfwas 
wanted for the purposes of questio~lng'ln relation to the A'P \ allegations. To 
the best of my recollection, no information was forthcoming from any other police 
officer, suggesting that such a police officer had any further or ongoing contact 
with Father McAlinden. 

15. To the best of my current memory and recollection, and based on the 
documentation available to me at the time of my preparation of this statement, 
I have set out al/ relevant information relating to my attempts to ascertain the 
whereabouts of Father McAlinden during the period of time when I was 
responsible for the - Iff 'investigation. 

Signed 

s~re of l;~~eline Leonie Flipo 

6 Mav 2013 
Date 
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