Statomant of Danald Mark Rrmun

Special Commission of Inquiry info matters relating to the

Police Investigation of certain child sexual abuse allegations in the

Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastie

On 13 day of May 2013, | say: _

Prefiminary matters

1.

2.

My full name is Donald Mark Brown and | am an Investigative Officer with the
Depariment of Education,

This statement is prepared by me for the sole purpose of responding to a summons
dated 3 May 2013 issuad on the 3" May 2013 by the Special Commission of
Inquiry (established by way of letters patent dated 21 November 2012 and varied
by letters patent dated 25 January 2013) for me to produce a statement in retation
to a number of defined issues. This statement is produced by me to the Special
Commission of Inquiry pursuant to the said issued summons unwillingly and only on _
the basis that, without exception, section 23(2) of the Special Commissions of
Inquiry Act 1983 applies to restrict the use of this statement and the documents
referred in i, and attached to it. ' ' '

Pursuant to section 23(2) of the Special Commissions of Inquiry Act 1983, | object

0 the information contained within this statement, and1he atachments tothe
~ statement, being used in any criminal, civil or ather proceedings or inquiries or

investigations of any kind.

Background

4

I'was attested as a police officer in 1990, After date of attestation, | served within
the New South Wales Police Force (NSW Police Force), carrying out general duties
for a period of about 9 or 10 years, After my service In general duties, | then was:
engaged in plain clothes duties, in areas such as the Regional Anti-Theft Squad,
various detectives' offices in and around the Newcastle and Lower Hunter areas,
New South Wales. | was also engagéd on task forces and carried out duties with
the JIRT team. The JIRT team was responsible for the investigation of sex crimes.
My duties with JIRT were carried out in the Newcastle and Central Coast areas of

. New South Wales.

1 was designated as a detective in 2004, After designation, | carrisd out duties in
the Lower Hunter and Lake Macquarie areas of New South Wales. For a period of
18 months, | was attached to the State Crimie Squad undertaking investigations
relating to sex crimes. . o

| ieft the NSW Police Force in 2010 with the rank of Detective Leading Senior
Constable. 1 left on medical grounds.

I was involved in the investigation relating to Father James Fletcher. The
circumstances in which | came to be involved were as foliows: at the time, | was
working at the Maitiand Detectives' Office with Detective Sergeant Peter Fox as my
supervisor. My duties at that time required me to investigate serious crime.
Howesver, as part of my dutles as a detective within the Detectives' Office, | was
called upon from time-to-time to assist other detectives with thelr investigations. In
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responsible for that investigation wa; Detective Sergeant Peter Fox and not myself,

- attendance he was formally placed under arest by Detective Sergeant Fox in my

presence. After being taken into custody, Father Fletcher was given the opportunity
of participating in an electronically-recorded interview, | was present duwring the

Course of the interview again in the capacity of a corroborative and supporting
police officer to the investigator, Annexed hereto and marked with the fetter "A” is a

As to other involvement | may have had in terms of the Fletcher Investigation, | may
have witnessed statements obtained from other withesses, however_, | do not have

far as | am concemed, my involvement in ,th'é Fafhér Fletcher invesﬂgétion was
more of a peripheral nature, for reasons set out previously within this my statement,
and | was not heavily engaged in t'hat investigation, .

2 May 2013. In terms of the contents of that document, 1 refer to the fast paragraph
commencing at the bottom of page 2 and the first paragraph commencing at the top _



12 Inrelation to the first naranranh at nane 2 of stachmant MM s eameliantiog o

‘having interviewed Father Searle and obtaining the statement from him, was that
he was co-operative and did not appear to be holding back any information that |
was asking of him. From the information available to me at the time, | had no
reason o doubt that the information he provided to me was full and complete
information known to him at the time,

13. Irecall that after having come back to the Maitland Police Station with the signed
. statement of Father Robert Searle, | provided Detective Sergeant Fox with the
statement. At the time, he appeared to read the statement and | recall a comment
. made to the effect that he was expecting a bit more information from Father Searle -
than that which had been provided. = - ‘ » ,

14.  For my part, | have no direct information avallable to me that suggested that Father
Robert Searle concealed any information or hindered me in the carrying out of my .
duties. As indicated previously, he appeared to be co-operative and freely provided

made by Detective Sergeant Fox to me at the time. In terms of statements made by
Detsctive Sergeant Fox, as indicated, at no time was any indication given to me or
did | have any primary knowladge of any kind that a clergyman attached to the
Catholic Church was withholding information. One example of information provided
to me that | can recall, in which Detective Sergeant Fox complained about a lack of
co-operation or a hindering of an investigation, related to the suggestion that
Bishop Malone may have provided Father James Fletcher with information that -

+ there may have been a police investigation underway with respect to Father
Fletcher's activitles. -

Signed
Donald Mark Browr

EH o, 2’3,
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NSW POLICE SERVICE |
STATEMENT OF A POLICE/WITNESS
Inthe matter James Paiick FLETCHER |
Place: .+ Maitland Police Station’
Date: , 29 May, 2003
Nama; Donald Mark Brown ' Tel. No: 43340285
Rank: * Plain Clothes Senior Constafls

StationfUnit:  Maitland Police station

' STATES: , .
1. This statemant made by ma accurately sets out the evidence which | would be
prepared, if necessary, to give in court as a witness. Tha statement is true to the

best of my knowledge and beltef end | meke it knowing thet, ik is tenderedin
avidencs, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have wilfully stated in it anything which |
know to ba false, or do not belleve to be frue.

2 | am 41 years of age. '
James Patrick FLETCHER attended the

3. On Thursday the 14" of June 2003, Fathé
~ Maitlend Police Station. At the time ho was in company with soficitor Erie CRANEY
& Father James SAUNDERS. Detective S t FOX and | escortad them all to oo

“I am Detective Sergeant Peter FOX and khis is Detective Don BROWN, As you
know we are investigating allegations madeby - 44/ that you sexually
assaulted him as a child. { want you to understand that you ere under srrest for
thase matters. You are not obliged to say|anylhing unjess you wish, as anything
you say or do will be recorded and may be given in evidaics. Do you understand

that?"
He said,
"Yes. | am underamesithen am |2 )
" Signed S Signed
Witness: = : Lﬂqnm: : . g .

/ ’ D, M. Brown




i ' Statomant of D. M. Brown

the matter of James Patdck FLETCHER
Detective Fo'xéﬁd. |
. Yes."
Detaciive FOX said,

“I would prefer that you do not say anything in responss 1o the allegations at this
time as | am requirad to piace you into the custody system before we go any
further, * - ‘ |

| . Detectiva FOX than spoke to all persons end explained the custody system

' réquirements and took thent to the charge room where the Cusiody Procsss was
k - completed. Whilst in custody the accused had his rights explained to him as per
Part 10A of tha Crimas Act.

4, Detective FOX later removed the accused from the custody room and along with
Father SAUNDERS and Mr CRANEY he was retumed to the interview room. 1
obtained a number of tapas from the ERISP cupboard and prepared them for the
acoused lo be interviewed, During that intervisw both Detective FOX and | asked
the accused a number of questions, those questions fogether with any answars
given by the accused were slecironically recorded as the interview took place. The

used during the intarview with the accused. Mr CRANEY was prasent for the entire
interview and Father James SAUNDERS was asked to ieave towards the end of
that interview, At the complstion of interview Detective FOX and | left the interview
room and had Sergeant SALMOND aftend to adopt the interview. C

5. At the completion of the interview the ERISP tapes ware removed and the accusad,
Sergeant SALMON and Deteclive FOX signad three seals: The seals were then en
placed an the court copy of each audiotape. Detective FOX then handed tha

- accussd a copy of each of the audiotapes and he then signied a recaipt for the

tapss. A
8. Detective FOX and | then complsted the charging process.

Wilness: o ' Signatups; Signed

" wholo of the inferview wa recorded i this matier. Thee sets of ERISP ¢ W

— %/Z’[ ”D'/M. Brown
£
f 4 ~ - | Zafglar .
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Place: Nelgon Bay
Police Station
Date ¢ 19th May 2003

STATREMENT in the matter of:
Father James FLETCHER

Wisiet mefmmm
Addressi 43 Government Road, Nelson Ray 2315

Tel. Ho.1 49811069
8TATESy

' Occupationt Parish Priest Nelson Bay

1. Thiz statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence

-

which I would be prepared 1£ necegsary, to give in court as a
: witness. '

The statement is true to the beat of my knowledge and belief and
I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be
liable for prosescution if I hava wilfully stated in it anything
which I lmow to be false, or do mt: believe to be true.

.2, I am 58 yaars of ag,;."‘f»ﬁf(Redac:tedat Commlss:oner’s direction
3. I have been the Catholic Par:lsb Priegt at Baint Michaela.'

Nelson Bay for the past five years. I reside at the Presbytery 43

" Government Road, Nelson ‘Bay.'I arrived at this location on the
3lst December, 1997 and bave worked in the area since that tine,

4. During my time at Nelsons Bay I have met many persons
throughout the parish. About five years ago not long after I

arrived I remember one evening I was in the Presbytery at Nelson -

~Bay It-was- -a-week- day-and-it-was—about -7.30pm in the ‘evening; I

. was watching t:elevision. I heard shouting coming from ocutgide the
Presbytery, I went out om:o my balcony and I saw ﬂ?‘f he
waa standing across the road drinking a bottle of beer, /47'7( wag’
yelling out, :
¥Nobody loves me, nobody 1ovea me,*®
I maid,

o Signed Signed
Witness: e Signature} -,q«aaxu o T

THIS IS THE ANNEXURE MARKED » R

Zer s .
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STATEMENT (continusd) in the mattey of: Pather James FLETCHE.

Names: Pather Robert SBARLE

13

" Y your family loves you, you come from a great family, *

. A1 continved to yell out the same words over and over again.

5. Iknow %  through his parents. His father - 87 is
the - - "'« HiB father has
performed this wole for the Catholie Church for many yeaxs. <§2‘
is highly respected by all of the clergy and I have never heaxd a

'bad word about him from anyone.

6. /4—7‘/ appeared very drunk or undex the influence of drugs at

- the time. He appeared completely irrational and incolierent at the

time, I could tell he was well affected becauvee he wag unbalanced
and having trouble standing upright,

7.0 ‘47‘7[ . continued to yell out the same kind of things, I said

o tol gtr. |
| "If you don’t leave I will have to call the Police and. your

parents.” _ ’
G then started to walk off up the road towards the Police

station. _£/4 was not walking very well he was staggering along
the footpath,

8. I then ‘wem: ingide and I decided to contact hip father /87
and tell him.what had occurred. I rang his father who waam living

- at ) N : 8t the time. I remember when I called him he told

me thét hé would have to get someone to drive him down because he
had been drinking red wine and was unable to drive a motor vehicle

for fear of being over the 1limit. -

9. About .cne hour lateyr may be a little longer B
arrived at the Preasbytery in company of another woman, N
introduced ma to her but I can't recall her name. This woman was

Signed Signeq
; 8ignatuxe:

Witness:




Page Nos 3 B.150a,

STATEMENT (continusd) in the mattar ofs Fathexr James FPLETCHER
: Name: Father Robert ssmg

about 40 ysars old and BI informed me that it was his nsighbour.

10. AT spoke with me for a short time about ',/ and that he
. %/, had been drinking to much of late. /31 stayed for about
half and hour and then left. He told me that ha was going from
Presbytery to mee hie son that night., I aid not see ST again
that night but I remembar him calling me a couple weeks latex and

saying that ‘' 47/ was ckay.

11. I vemember the next morning after this incident I spoke with
8ister Paula REDGROVE and related the incident from the previous
night to her. Bister REDGROVE wae residing at the convent in

Marooba Crescent, Nelson Bay.

12, I did not here anything further about thim incident mfter

“this time. About one year later I remembes receiving a phone call
¢ from . : + ¢4 informed me that he was living in
! and that he was going to get married, I remember that I
congratulated him about getting married. I also remembeyr )
apologising to me for his behaviour and the way ha had carxried on
out the front of the Presbytery when he was intoxicated.

'13. I bave never heard or seen ™ /4 . from this time on.
! The lagt time I heard of him he was living in.i’. I <a.

Signed Signed

2. Erawml

faI
ﬁé’/c:S .

- Witness: Bignature: .1\
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%mwmﬁmmummmma AR

p - D . . ‘
'Mmuw: . hh' [ that over a § years pesiod from 1989t 1995 Catholic Priest Fathe
© Inmes Patrick FLETCHER sexually shused Bim, These assauits wers slloged to liave oocurred in &
; shotn the Maitlind Diocess whea the viethn was.agad 12 to 18 years, the offences the
- - vietit Jod » very turbusient & valatile il matked by cxoestfve drinking of alcobol, Giled relatiorishiys
(I &:uidde attempts, Yn 2000 he fifst began to disclose aspects ol his biise to members Of hils family,

ich culminated in his reporting the matter to Police in mid 2002, o

A QnSu% m%“-&mm - AR spoke to a farily fricnd (Crown Barrister with the
Némﬂ?mw '.mhwmwmmm?ﬁsmmmhtﬁaww
a'wm'pmmmwmoﬁwmmwwmmmh@lwm
in Austratia. He becamé 1 & telephotied his fulber, BF . - &mother BY
(Who were separated) disclosing 10 them that he bad endured similar ebuse to tha
* " gepicted on the programme.-He then made an abasive telephonc call to Father FLETCHER atthe

Brauxton Pmby&egy.

The following day (3™ Junc 2002) J was contacicd by Wayne CREASY who.requested 1 investigate

An's mager.” AN atendod my office on Tuesday 1ho.4% of June 2002 1o officially
commenoe égo police investigation. At thetime AH briefly outlined his allegation to nyyseif & it
was regorded on COPS entry No. B 14345559 & & Case created bring C 16128387..

: advised me the fgﬂowmgwwk that she had been contagted by'Bish;pg MAILONG

. ontheevening of Wednosday thie 5* of func 2002, In that call be advised her thathe had spokento

ST 0 BE ' &asaresult approached Pather FLETCHER. In his conversation with Pather
FLETCHER né disclosed the police investigation & the pame of the complsinant. BT :

-then gocs on to say in hor statoment,

*The call ended & I was still stunned, 1 was very a:m with BT for huving told the Bishop what
was happening. 1 don’t know his reasons for doing this but 1 don’t believe if was malicious, I was
g‘n’%ncr with Bishop MALONE for having gonc nesr Father LETCHER & alerting hinv to what was

ng ont. 1e had no fopltimetc reason fo tell Father FLETCIIRR. I ditin’t acccpt he just approached
Father Jim &5 pastors] suppori, Father Jim didn’t know sbout the pllegations at that time. 50 T didn't
believe he needed-any mg&on. T fue] that this was the puise to tell Father FLETCHER. & the thres
other pricsts what was poihg on” ‘ ~

4 spoke to members of the family the following week & learned of the Bishop's contact
with Fathcr FLETCHER. As a&qnsequ.cnee I conradied the Bishop by plons & » mwtgn was
organived in the Muitland-Neweastie Diocese Office at 11.30am on Thursday the 20 of June 2002, ]
atiended that meeting with Detective Senior Consteble Ann SOV & met with Bishop MALONE &
the Vicar Genearsl, James SUANDERS, (A statement of my converssiions is attached hereto )
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' besai contscted e chusih pricr
B aﬁm approachod. mm‘é’may o the wmm@fxﬁu

s 8 mmberofopﬁom in relation to Father c:em I smng;y roquested
mii“mmumamm dutics & contad). with children pntil
ot w&wewoonddﬁed Duptambmmmdthufm}wmm:emmmdmm

posiﬁon umﬁ just prior 1o bis arvesl this year, -

Mr Inhn DAVERON of the Catholic Church Ahuse Unh bg'mmed wgbﬁzzg SDDlmnher 2002,
{1 Jater discovered this call mpmbablymmpon;m having g “ d‘mmd

ired as to the rogms
an.&ﬁlgmmdnﬂfgﬁt ”p " M&#u% g(én;ot hcsclmpk
M M ‘Mrg VBB.ON.

&cmran. ﬁonomﬁis mm
& toid me he wou Wﬁnﬁﬁw

. tlm
t ctoth‘fspmpm‘i
W obq wﬁmmdohhtmm

m Nowember
ounsling priat 1o AH sshatement John

"AH  ‘undertook extensive
. 2002, Abwtm:&hof?ehmuacm Just pmrxbdweoapluinnof
to fhe prograss tion, I advised him that
DAVERON agrin contacted meto inquire a5 &%

! ed the nsaiter to be concluded within 1w to-three wnld ﬁmbablybc
mﬁmk&um@l&.mmwdwmuﬂumm i

A ﬁmhernmﬂarull 200k placs betwéisn Mt DAVERON.& myseifon tho 17% of March 2003, 1
d ba complefed within six weeks. On (his date J also coritectend the -

wandvisedﬂwfouWwwkbybmbtheOmbndmn aOﬁw&chhadnnDONAmof

:hsCatholicChthmﬂammeUm mwnmmm *stood down’
mli mem&élmthm

McDONALD over fof weeks. On the 307 of April 1 told Mr gwtthe interview

of Father FLETCHER Myoammiﬂinthenmtwommdwl o!'Mayhgam
R ather FLETCHER to organise for

o 1 AEF MEDONATD & bapesid
e il o 2005, e liepcontirmed so myst

m-:mmumm«m:mm

mmudmm&rmwmwmu u900unwlthqsol‘ib!tor!5nc
in coplacted myxlf&i ired if Father

CRANEY, On the 13% of May 2003 Mr McDONATD again
Jim SAUNDER's would be permitted (o attend as 2 wpporl person for Father FLBTCHER. This.

was epreed to&thoscpﬂmmanauumdmhcmmgedtm&pm

On tho 14™ of May 2003 Fathor James FLETCHER was charged with 2 1018} 0 B offences of gexual
assault foum:ivg? 2 2hr 45iminute ERISP interview. A transceipt of this interview has not been

be forwarded in due course, Father FLETCHER denied sl allegations. He further
or-in June after being told of this by Bishop

stated that he first bocame aware of 8 Palice Investigati
MALONE. He slso indicaled thet Bishop MALONE had also besn the perion to m&mn of the
tion,

identity of the person making the allega

‘Ln the week following the charging of Father FLETCHER stattments werd taken from five. members
of the Catholic Chmh. Both Detoctive BROWN & myseif were Jefl wih a very strong  impression

that thers had been collusion between these persons & al!hmgh exch: wuld asscrtthey *cooperated

with police” little beyond this was volunicered.

2714

| omm“gmmmbq sdvisedby L that be befievod mmowgauon
's {~-] . h
by the churchto mhemai"fmommmu habehieved { mam so!underwd
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I spioke to Father Roked s&mﬁbv shorie on the 16% of May 2003, 1 discussod briefly ‘with hinran
iwdmmwnngéwhm H had yelied sbuge st him oulside he Nelson Bay
p\‘eﬂ){(u He commented to vis; “He ssemed to-be angry withthe werld thit night & in iyt of

: nbwmoutthtnuy unéemunasbh”mﬂw Hine he. was ic & Seemed
more than ha ‘& aszist, When imerviewod by BROWN on
ﬁd &nmmmfgway&%m lmy’lfigmngfkedhlumhmm the poli eeg“

me” ﬁ i
ta!upi“:tma A\ikgtw BT ﬂﬁsmig!ubemstdem! extrmfondmukcnyoung

nanyd&tgﬂmhcw unloved. . p

uesday M mtobum@m entsﬁomFalhmHARRIGAN&BURS’l‘ON
o) m“"drw;yrhﬂc pee ant conversations & eyents

Both statements- import
surromading Fad::?io ETCRER in the mﬁk& W the oﬂuﬁn;%g‘)z Iheii_'ég‘g ;bnier%afon
=
DR seim i e PR sbusive call, (Bute Dot

that was eventually
the Vicar General SANDERS) soon
dwﬁmd‘;oplmuﬁ‘tlnum mmmmmmmmnm)

Cy Father SUANDERS in his statemort remembers the phomuu&annmxmmsmwms '

S muuarmnwmwmmm tolatbecnmmlmabusm& -

ﬁwdmmy & m:;theﬂtb'gBmph wag unsu afg:wwad Mggﬁ&din
£

~ inform -m%’wmmﬁmpuummmdmmam&a

'Bishop MALONE infosmed him of, BT '3 conversation concesning FLE CHRR.

‘Bishop MALONE stated that a1 1o time doés be recall Fathor SAUNDERS of eny otber person
el biay of Father HARRIGANTs phoe cal regards g BLETCHER s abusvo cal). I viewaf
\ Smnvctswonwuhﬂ\emshop on the 3 of June 2002 this seems incrédible tosay

the Jeast.

Since that time 1 have been advised from two sources that the victim' smm:hasbecome public

aimhe-wlmmmmm y. These persons have expressed concem for the viotim
they feel that fa to Father FLETCHER will attempt toslur(hcmmofthc vittim &

lusfami!y ltluxmbmmggmodﬁmﬂhedumhkmamﬁngtbubmmmhdm it may have
long-term consequances,

8L has comecred mysetf & askod if Father BURSTON had ‘medtionéd to myself a
conversation hed between them shortly afier the 5th of June 2002 in which BURSTON told him that
Father Fi ETCHER had denied the allegation of sbusing A © More importantly Father

BURSTON told him that Father FLETCHER had denlsd that - AR had ever steyed at the Branxion
P (A}l of the last sssault). BL ' {old him that was & liv as hc bad personaly

ogauon
driven ta the Presbytery that hight & o Father FLETCHER himsolf, He had rctumod
the followmg morning & took AN home, Fathor BURTON allegedly recalled Father FLETCHER
having mentioned something about this sonie time ago & agresd with BT

Father BURSTON made no mention of this to myselfin his statement, however Kather FLETCHER
md’ly recalled in his interview with mysetfshat. AW did stay at the Presbyw-y Invicw of thisit -

m r that Father FLETCHER t sbout the matter & chianged his mind or was possibly °
oid by BURSTON that T d substentiate his son’s assertion, 1.em 10 obtain a
further statement from R naxt week & will again speak to Father BURSTON regarding

- this issue,
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In a recont disoussion with Bishop MALONE ~~ BE wastold, “The matter has10.go to the
DPP yot. & fhiey may tiaide not to-proceed with thif cese.” This mey have just boen anundecstanding
of processes but T . wasconcemed thst thers may have bscn a bidden suggestion in this
comment.. ] have since Spoken to Jillian KELTON of the Nowcasils DPP & she has been made aware

‘0F the Ombusdsman's dntérost in this metter,

Investigators were also concernéd reparding the comments & sctions of s police presetutor )
MAIER when Father ELISTCHRR appearcd at the Maitland Court on the 14th of May 2003, These .
 issucs were relayed to the Lower Hunter Crime Manager who has indicated he will be taking
Many of the issuss raisad may not be within the Invesiigation ambit of the Dmibudsman's Office but
© havebeen included for reasons of completencss. o S o
signed
" Peter R F

"Detecti eatit
" Lower ungrx' :

Luye Mot



