Annexure G 1o Detective Inspector Graeme Parker's statement
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Amtwns of child sexuat abuse and cover-up within the Maitland Newcastle Diocess of the Cetholic

EACKGROUND |
In 1999 Diecﬁgc Megd WATTERS and 1 investipated priest Denis McALINDEN following allagations

he had sexua!!y asseulted her a5 a child, The Catholic Diocese disclossd that
elieved £o be in Ireland and we were given an assurancs o bs notified upon his
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In 2002 I commenced unrelated investigations of priests James FLETCHER and D&cmond HARRIGAN,.
I 2003 Xinterviewed priest Vinoent RYAN in Jusies Gaol regarding suspected tinks to FLETCHER,

- HARRIGAN and others alleged {0 be involved with gaedop!u‘lxa in the Hunter area.

Soon after commencing investigations I leamgg’t!‘:‘at  Bighop Michuel MALONE and Vicar General James
SAUNDERS hed eferted FLETCHER to the police investipation and disclosed the identity of the alieged
victim, This negatively impacted on the investization and was reported to the ODPP for consideration of
charges for hindering a pofice investigution; however it was elected not to procesd.

anhop MALONE then refitsed a request by me fo remove PLETCHER from his parish or restrain him -
from visiting schools. In defiance of my request MALONE exiended FLETCHER’s parish to mciude

both the Cathiolic High Schtml end Cathohe Primary Schoot in Lochmvar

1 later obtzined statements from MALONE, SAUNDERS, HARRIGAN and pricst William BURSTON,
All hed met with FLETCHER following the allegations, All thoss statements were remarkable for their
author’s poor recollection of critical conversations and smecked strongly of collusion and concealment,

-

It was intended to execute a search warrant for pornogrephic images o FLETCHERs presbytery;
L however I learnt FLETCHER removed a quantity of homosexual pornographic videos and rmagezines

¥ before this could happen, T suspected this meterial contained some images of young boys as mentioned by .
' & victim. Undoubtedly this happened directly as 2 result of MALONE and SAUNDERS’® forewarning,

I was told by & source that FLETCHER passed the mentioned pornography to priest Des HARRIGAN.
HARRIGAN was heavily intoxicated when I confronted him in the presbytery at Raymond Terrace. He

admitted being given homosexua! pornographic megazines and videos by FLETCHER, but denied it
contained illegal images of children. He claimed hs owned the items and had ma.dvertentzy left them in

FLETCHER’s preshytery. He also said he had 6estroyed all these items but could give no plausible
explanation why he decided to do so.
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As the investiation prograssed 2 nirast and min snnerash se samseatali 1o st et 2o

 informerion. Thar nun was Inter ostrreised by bar Order of St Ji o&eph at“Loc;ﬁuvar for assisting police and

forced t'o leave. She bas nof returned to the chusch, The priest disclosed to me details of inner workings
o.f the dfocesg and what he refarred to as ‘the old boys olub* of Hunter priests and his suspicions, He was
pivotal in having another victim come forward with critical evidence that was Jater instrumental in

FLETCHBER s iiltimate CoiAsHon:

The sasistance rendered by this *good priest’ led to & series of clashes between him and senior clergy
including Bishop MALONE, This priest suffered considerable stress from his treatment and was moved
to Sydney. He hes since elected to leave the priesthood and return to another profession. X have remained
in contact with both these individuals who are highly critioal of the silence within the church concerning

child sexual abuse.

I wreg aware that Bishop Leo CLARK. and Priest Patrick COTTER had been interviewad by police some
yeass prior concerning afleged convestment of Vinoent RYAN®s pctivities, Sufficient svidence existed
against COTTER but it was detided not to proceed purely on the basis of his age and health, T

understand that the evidence was not in question.

.~

discussed and RYAN and hiz pos

l"\/ “~
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sible knowledge of their activities. I then asked about

McALINDEN who I sfill belloved to be overseas, (I lnter learned he had already returned to Australia

and was residing in a Cutholic facility nser Perth.) I asked CLARK,, “An alleged victim of Detis

McALINDEN has told us that she believes the church is aware of at loast two other alleged sexnal

assault victims of this priest. Do you heve any knowledge of that?” He said, “No. You would have to ask -

. Michsel MALONE sbout that.®

Redacted

I was becoming disturbed by the mumber of priests in the region alleged to have been involved in sexually
ebusing clilldren. They were all in adjoining parishes and giving one another support, This was
compounded by senior clergy interfering in investigations eud potentislly congealing their knowledge of
crimes and adrmonishing those prepared to speak out, All of this caused me considerable concem,

X recorded most of this information in 2 number of COPS Intellipencs Reports for dissemination to State
Crime Command, I also forwarded two reporis expressing congern that & paedophile ring possibly existed
in the Maitland Newcastle Diocese and should be investizated. I have never been contaoted in re to
my reports. Since that tine Maitland NewcastlePriest M0 mBRENNAN NPW
S Land. ' have also beem charged with child sex offences. I understand that others
may atso be under investigation, '

In 20034 I also forwarded a series of reports and complaints to Ann BARWICK of the NSW

Ombudsman's Office which conducted an investigation, T have been told their roport was critica! of the
church but the findings cannot be made public. Nevertheless this process finally saw FLETCHER stood

down by the church and prevented from accessing schools.

. Eopg Mo 2

1375



. Annexure G to Detective Inspector Graeme Parker's statement

ESEE TECRT bsitg Rerifisadic ¢ h & F o6 il
"y m LA LR\

T fmvR % § wrmc aduiacs hwe fn.e g arieiés £ - smﬁr\:-s Siugs L i&vsm RARLE

' Rem'cme_a’tvﬁ‘:ome in Subaac;, Perth. I mude inquiries regarding his possible extradition but lcarnt he was
not abfe to travel and he died two weeks later. Despite the church knowing McALINDEN's whereabouts

forsomeumclmnotmfmmedxmtﬂlnsdeathwasmmhm S B

CO NT':
Barkier this year Joane McCARTHY of the Newoaste Herild contasted s, She indicated & womas;
AS  had confided in ber ons of being sexually assaulted in the 1960’ by Catholic
. Pritst Denis MCALINDEN, AD " allegedly bad knowledge of 8 nursber of other women wha
‘ hadalsobm sexnnally assenfted including McALINDEN' _ _

Although T lisd never met with! f('s Ilmdoommoashcrmmemzoo}czwhm :
investignting FLBTCHER, I'wes told P(S ~ was rehictent to speak to police as her knowledge

impkostedamxmberofhtghrankmgdexgym oovermgup !mownpaadophilcpnests She stated X was
. IV s L A § dh“‘ ‘3‘ wﬁc ptlestS'_"———'"“'

REDACTED .

K '
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/‘H’\ tisoneofM She provided me with & nunber of docments end a
Wmmmmmwmwmwm Al
haveﬂwbewwmaﬂyabuwdbymALMmdhw’i’ngt\c;WQmUW 1
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f’ﬂL sl foels guflty at not being ebloto prorect
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- REQACTED

Documents in possession og' A

under his direot supervision, When Deiective JOY and I nsked,

Redacted

Redacted

Redacted

ond the statement of, ATy~ confinm without &
doubst that retired Bishap Leo CLARKSGEWSHE mmber of McALINDEN 1oy, He knew of the
serious nature of the sbase, He also knew that viotinis had complained of their suffering to various clergy

“An alleged victim of Denis McALINDEN hus told us that she believes the chamoh i aware of at
Jeast two Other alleged sexual assoult vietins of fhis priest. Do you have any Imowledge of that 7

" He said, “No. You would have 1o ask Michael MALONE about that.”

Ciearly b told us a blatant Jic and concesled the nanes of vicims known to the church. By doing 50 he
commitied and his admissions of abuge. Worse stifl is the fact that

concealed crimes that MCALINDEN

| CLARK knew MoALINDEN was sill 2t fergs and had retnrncd to Australia with the potential to

continue commisting his crimes.

During my servics I have had to speek
disturbing, Seoual assaults of children are the most
amongst the worst, To conceal such & crime is akin to condoning that
conduct can ever, or should ever be forgiven by the law. -

to hundreds of viotims of sexusl assault, All of them aro
sbhorrent and abuse of children by the clergy is
behaviour, I do not believe such
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1 have geen the pain of the victims of child sexual abuse within the Church, jsited victims &
AR roh, I have visited victims in -
psychiatric institutions and seen the damage it has osused their families. I spoke to & member oftf:x;

Newcastls ODPP who broke down crying and was unable to contime reading & viotina’s statement,

apomgisingm_whenslwmquasted-tobcmmavcd—ﬁam%h&ease.

I took another statement from 2 mother who was unaware of years of sexval abuse her son was sufferi |
at the bands of her family prisst, As zteenager he came home in & drunken stopor, When he attempt:gtg
hang hu.nselfm the fa.mﬂy bam his mother soreamed hysterically trying to take the weight of his besding
legs until gnot!ier son arrived to cut him down, In desperation the family called their priest for the boy to
stay w?tmg_ht in his pmsb;:texy with the aim of counselling him when sobered, This priest took advantage
of the situation and bugperised the boy again that night, This seme priest, James FLETCHER is one of
those whom fellow clergy went to such extraordinary Iengths to protect,

Reprisals ars another distasteful aspoct of sexual abuse within the cﬁurch. Some have reported to me

having had their cars damaged and eggs thrown at their homes following guilty verdicis after a family

member disclosed abuse, Most viotims” Eamilios are devort Catholics who are surrounded by Fiends unfil

someone comes forward with allegations of abuse. The farnily is ostracised within their commumity and

particularly at church. They are no longer spoken to and made to feel unwelcome, They have backs

biatantly timed on them until they no Ionger attend. Most believe this is sifently condoned by other

priests and perpetuates the silence of abuse in fear of speaking out.

MMENDATION:

X believe there is sufficlent evidence to conduct & full and comprehensive investigation info the conduct of
the Meitland Newcastle Diocess of the Catholic Church, There is more than enough evidence to put

" before the Attorney General under section 316 of the Crimes Act to prosecute a number of clergy based

on evidence slrendy cited. X strongly believe that further investigation will only enhance such a brief and
possibly disclose other offences and or offenders. '

A’E revealed that in the 1990’8 she also told the church of her abuse but nothing was done
and the police were pot told until she decided to do go hevself. Sadlyh Al died in 2007 after years
of counselling and psychiatric treatment resulting fom her abuse, Her husbana : Y3 epoks to me this
year and is more than prepared to assist with any police inquiry 2s the frilure of the church to act hag
impacted negatively on the lives of his entire family. The damage done by such abuse and concealrent is
enormous. The passago of tims should never preclude the New South Wales Police Foroe from
protecting these families and bring persons to justice for such crimes. I we fail to investigate and
prozecite mch conduct the potential for it to continue remains unaltered.

Over more than a decade of investigating members of the Meitland Neweastle clergy 1 have built up an

excellent knowledge base. I also have an extensive network of contacts within and outside the church. X

have also built up a reputation and trust smong victime and their families ag evidenced by i .
AXS"  spproach to speak with me, X have spoken to Sigter Paula REDGROVE who hes also

indicaren i preperedness fo speak with me and provide & statement of her knowledge. I remain

objective but passionate to assist with any inquiry or investigation.

LogeNe 5
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In view of the number of priests charged over the past decade within the Maitland Newcasile Dmcese X

am requesting consideration be given to the establishment of a task force to undertake a full investipation.

I submitted similar reports in 2004 only to see more cases of abuse disclosed since that time, My own
mwlemmupledmth:mewdfmcestre@y—xadmtes%hat—paedephﬁuhyﬁee!mmdespread——m“

—imthe Hunter amd ix beingreoncested by sperisnced and senior saft witiin e ¢ diScese. Withont:

1 J¢] - e5 are nanRue.

Inorder to protect victims and put & stop to these ongomg crimes I respectful!y ask that this request be
given favonrable consideration.
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