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ISSUE: . S : .

Request for information by Assistant Commissioner York regarding delays
associated with the invesligations conducted by Strike Force Lantle, including
investigation contacts with Detective Chief Inspecior Peter Fox of Port

- Stephens Command. '

BACKGROUND:

O 12 July 2010 Operations Manager, Northem Region, Inspecior Anthony
Townsend produced a eleven page document addressing aljegations of the

‘concediing of serious offences by former and current clergy attached o the

Newcastle Maitiand Diocese of the Catholic Church. This appedrs to have
beén as aresult of information, including siatements, received by Lake
Macquarie LAC from Journalist Joanne McCarthy. The file was furnished fo
the.Region Commander, Northem, who sighed off on her instruction fo the
Commander Newcastle Ciiy LAC on 1 September 2010. Those instructions
included the identification of suitable investigators, initial assessment of
evidence, the utilisation of Stafe Crime Command in an advisory capacity -
with a view 1o handing over the invesfigation at a later stage, if deemed

. appropriate. Should the matter fall outside the charter of the State Crime
- Cornmiand, Newcastle LAC would retain investigative caridge of the matter.

In early Oclober 2010 Strike Force Lanfie commenced investigations info

allegations of sexual misconduct by clergy from the Newcastlé/Maitiand
diocese of the Cathalic Church. The Strike Force consisted of Defective -

" Senior Sergeant Jusfine Quinn, Detective Sergeant Kiren Stéel and Defective |

Senior Constable Jason Freeniey and was under the hegemony of Defective
Chief Inspector Bradley Taylar, the then Crime Manager of Newcastle City
LAC. Atthat fime an E@glei investigation was also commenced.

It is clear from records within the E@glei holdings that difficulies between

invesfigators/Managers of Lanile and Detective Chief Inspector Fox seem fo
have commenced almost from the beginning of the investigation. This would
appear fo relate fo issues conceming investigative responsibility for the
complainf and the possession of files/statements perfaining fo Lantie. There is
also an underlying issue regarding the probity of the investigation, parficularly
to what appears fo be a constant leaking of information to Ms McCarthy.

- On2 December 2010 a meefing wé:ts 'held'beMeen officers from NeWéasﬂe ~

City LAC, Port Stephens LAC and Northem Region fo rfesolve issues -
surrounding Strike Force Lantle. Superintendent Mitchell commenced the
conference by explaining that Newcastle City LAC had cariage of the
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mvesfagoﬁon at the express direction of fhe Region.Commander, Assistaiit -
. Commissioner York, As sUBhrhe required DEIFEKX T Hand Gvér-éll- documenfs
. pertaining f0.§/F Lihife.  DCI Fox indicated that he was happy to comply, but

had mistakenly left the documents in question back at the Raymond Terrace -
Police Station. DCI Fox also mentioned a report he had recently supplied o

the Region Commander.

Superintendant Mn‘cheﬂ directed that no officer was to spedk jo the media,
including Joanne McCarthy without his knowledge, He added thct cny

.contact by Ms McCarthy needed be reporied fo him.

Oon13 December 2101 Detective Sergecmi Steel repon‘ed off on sick report

and did not retum fo duty. .

On 20 December 2010 Detective Chief lnspec?or Taylar repor’red off on sick
report and did not retum to dufy :

On 21 December 2010 Defective Senior Sergeant Quinn repor’red off on sick

- report. He retumed to Duty on 21 February 2011 only to again report sick on 4

April 2011, He did not retum to duty.

On 30 December 2010 Detective Sergeant Jeffery Litile was seconded fo
Strike ;Force Lantle to replace Detective Sergeant Steel.

On 27 March 2011 Detective Inspector Parker commenced duties at
Newcastle City Local Area Command as Chief of Investigations.. As part of
those duties | was responsible for managerial oversight of all investigation
within the Command. This included Sirike Force Lantle,

Frorn this point the invesﬁguﬁen progressed in a fimely manner without further
significant issue. While there were further delays associated with the

investigation, these were not significantly different from those suffered during
. the course of any major investigation. These would include such issues os

availability/reluctance of witnesses, analysis of voluminous
information/intelligence, investigative delays and sick/annudl leave. Any
note worth delay has been documenied within the Sirike Force holdings,
however, none would be deemed fo have s;gmf cantly affected the

hmeliness of fhe mveshgc:ﬁon

Regarding the cpprooches made by Strike Force Lantle 1o Detective Chief
Inspecior Fox prior fo 2 April 2012, inferrogation of Stiike Force Holdings
indicates a fofal of 27 products associated with the name FOX.

After further review of these holding, eight products are considered fo fit the
criteria of the request.. These documenis are atfached for your consideration.

- While some do not relate direcily to contact with Detective Chief lns'peeior

Fox, all are considered relevant as they reflect directly on the decision

- ‘making processes; relating fothe ofﬁcer, condudted duiing the manhagement

of this investigation.
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" “The final"docuriient included, is o record of cohversation betweeh Joumalist

Joanne McCarthy and Detective Inspector Graeme Parker, shortly after he
assumed managerial control of Lanfle. While this document relates fo April

- 2011, it does show remarkable relevance to the current situation.

COMMENT:

The holdings of Strike Force Lantle are extensive. What has been suppliedis -
merely the resulf of a search conducted across the investigation on the key
word fox using between dates of 1/9/2010 and 4/4/2012. This should not be
considered fo be definitive as to contact between the Shike Force and -
Detective Chief Inspecior Fox, It does not, for example, take info account
any phone contact between officers associated with Strike Force Lantle and .
Detfective Chief inspecior Fox that may have been recorded in individual
officer's duty books, dicries, writing pads or any other means of
contemporcneously recorded documentation. If these records have not
been uploaded to E@glei, they will not be captured during the conducted
search. ' B

What is, however, quite apparent is the Strike Force's willingness 16 accept
assistance from Detective Chief Inspector Fox, even when he appecared fo
displaty an absence of enthusiasm to do so. '

RECOMMENDATION:

.5ub'm§’rtéd for information.

Sigﬁed

Defeclive inspector
Graeme Parker

Chief of Invesfigations
Newcastie City LAC

19 November 2012
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" |search Investigation] -
K Warning ' g :
Search results may not includé information entered In the last 15 Minutes.
Searcii for [ |
Ttem Types : Ttem Creation Date
¥ Product ] Task (adjonmfyiyy)
= - : From
¥ Line of Enquiry  [¥]Status Report 01092000 o
_ e [ investigationlog . ,,____u',ra. |04/0‘j/2£12] ST
° =
' 26 0ct
. 2010

* Emall from DSgt Steel to A/Sup Humphrey re DCI Fox Administrative Document. Emafl to Sup Humphrey re
 contack frony DX Fox regarding this investigation. Kirren Steel Kirven Steel .

26 Oct:

_ : : : S i , ) . 2010
Emall from AfSup Humphrey to Sup Haggett re DCI Fox Administrative Document. Emal regarding DCT Fox
contacting D/Sgt Stee! in refation to this investigation. A/Sup Humphrey Wayne Humphrey

3 Product ™3 Conedwih  AK ' 20 0ct
2 : : 2010

“hess matters, She stted she his already provided a formal statement io Detective Inspector Peter FOX...
andsheadvisedmematsbehasakeadymvwedas;ahemmmbehecﬂverFoxbapkonmzsﬂt ,

N .

J . . X . * i
4 Product - OD-47 REPORTbyDCIPFOX . . . 16 May

- SO . o 2011

( :
. REPORY by DCI P FOX Stiike Force LANTLE was established to investigate allegations of concealing..., Peter
COGARTY, =AY  Attached isa report by DCI Peter FOX dated 18 October 2010 -

- - }

T T - .;; Fa—— ' redGicte c& .

6 Product - OD-3¢4 DCI Peter FOX report per TRIM 10/197839 - 27 Jan
b X - - 2011

CAVEATED

U » ¥ § .Peba' FOX report per TRIM 10/1976839 About 11:00 hrs on Thursday, 27 January 2011, D/Sgt LITTLE.
~ recelved the attached report (dated 25/11/10) with additional comments mcorded on page 6 by Insp )

7 Product IN-13 fe r 2010 ' v 3 Dec
. . . 2010
 this Investigation. The putcomes of the conference were: 1. Det, Insp. FOX to provide all refevant

https://eaglei police.nsw.gov.au:714 investigationSearch.do 19/11/2012

5
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. g::‘usm:nntg.g.t. Supt. MITCHELL Supt. HAGGEIT DCI TAYLER D.I. FOX Det, Sgt. STEEL Det. Sen. Con. FRENEY

8 ° Product IN-106 mnmmmﬁgx : : ' 2Apr
: 2012

Ema!l from DIC/IM Peter FOX Emall from D/insp FOX with attached report (OOW of repart (dated
25/11/2010) already on hand, Reply also by D/Sgt LITTLE, Products attached _

9 Investipationlog - JTTLE) received letter from D/C/Insp. HUMPHREY by alieged .
~ Mm AL who states she ' - 2010

will only deal with Peter FOX. Phone cafl by D/G/Insp. Wayne HUMPHREY to alleged victim: AL
or Redacted He inf'd hernew oIc (D[SgtJeﬁ LITTLE) has worked with DIC/IHSP FOX and would

10 Product 0D-45, ngsxie_ms_mm@ngu : 20 Apr -
, . 2011

lnvstigaﬁon and more sunab!e mvsugamas, psc Md.eosd and BCI Fox. Navmsﬂe Hemld Joame Mc(hrﬁhy .

N

'®

Next results

https://eaglci.policemsw.gov.au:? 14 llinvcsﬁgaﬁbnSearch.do ' 19/11/2012
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o beamh-invesﬁg@ion] -

o

®

Waming ?

[ resuns may not include information entered in the last 15 Minutes.
i CE—— - 7
éul;éofﬁnqmﬁ — Report From [01/05/2010 |
| ' o T pyopoz ]

Type Num  Title

11 Swatus Report atus.Report - Septembe _
" of her typed statement (made to DGI FOX during June 2010) was more closely examined, AJ
conaeded...lr\fonnaﬁonﬁmnmrox, via ;ha_in of commansi; specifically detafls for ‘good priest’ and nun

12 Product IN-19 . 20Apr2011

¥

mm | ST6

. BLand AW This file includes Peter GOGARTY's police statement, taken by Det Sgt FOX.

14 Product S5T5_ getementof  AJ 29/06/2010 143w 2081 -
and A { . Thsfile indudes AJ's  police statement méade to Det Sgt FOX on the 29/06/2010.. AY

T e , _ re O\C}_‘édl . ) o
S e e -

— —— et | 2 D

18 Task 1 mmmmtmmg;&mmhﬂmm T 17 May 2011

" in DCI FOX report dated 25 November 2011, p.2; also mentioned in KEEVERS document (p.2) b. _

OmbudsmanA .

..... "

hitps://eaglei.police.nsw.gov.au:7141 /investigationSearch.do?action=next 19/11/2012
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.19 Produd: oD-65 Ge 3 ; . linde 30 May2011
and whether victim deslredto proceed Referenee by D/Insp Fox on 28[10[2005 to temﬁnal fliness by POI

20 produgt - IN29 gcnmmm AX T mmyoom
to (DCI) Peter FOX had been “lost", I assured her it was not and I retained of copy of it. A K~ . stated
she'd been told by "someane in NEWCASTLE" that (DCI) “Peter FOX had been sacked for asking C

'@

httpé:/léag_lei.ﬁolicé.ﬁsw.gov.wﬂl41/-invesﬁgaﬁoz1.8wqrch:do?action-"=ne::-t o 19/11/2012
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" [Goarch Investigafion] .. ... oo

. . o Wafnlng S
Search results may not include information entered in the last 15 Minutes.

Searchfor froy - SEsnuse — —
" Vi Product M:Task : mmm)
] Line of Enquiry [ Status Report " 103/09/2010
I¥: Investigation Log o To {9::]4/051 2012 |

Date
13 Mar 2012

(L”\‘ " Type Nam

21 Produck ER-15

D-ERISP with Mr John DAVOREN (fmt Director -Prof. Standards) On 7 February 2042, Mr John DAVOREN -
former Direchor of the Professional Standards Office of the Roman Catholic Church - participated in a
electronicafly recorded Statement at NEWCASTLE Police Station. INTRAK: R0 219955 _

23 Praduct . ER~4 RISP ;- Pater GOGAI 6 Jul 2014
, fality shortly after that T contacted Detective Sergeant Peter Fox um, who was stationed at Maftlend... to
talkto,toPeheanx.Son;ntgnddldmat,andagalnagonised_forawiﬁleabnmwhatl : :

» o
4Q' | o | |

. ‘httpsil/‘eaglei.police.nsw.gov.gu:‘il4llinvesﬁgaﬁonSearch,do?acﬁon*—'next S 1m0
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]Product Deta:'s! |
" Product History Caveat this Product M&Mg__iszﬂm Link/Uniink this Product: Qgﬂe_a_ﬁm_iﬁmg
Create Task refated to this Product
-Title Emall from DSgt Stee! to AfSup Humphney re DCI Fox
- Type * ‘ TB({T DOCUMENTS: Other Text File Number 0D~28
~ Document
Date Created . 260ct 2010 L Status. Aocepted
Created By, . DETSGT KIRREN STEEL . Reviewed By CHFINS BRAD TAYLER
Source . Kirven Steel _ '
Contact Name Kitren Steel
Contact Phone Number 49250004
Date Issued . . 1BJ09/2010
Electronic or Scanned Emsz tee
- Copy . Foocpdf (953!(8)
Exhibit Type None
Station S
Exhibit/MPB No.

. Brief Description -
Administrative Document. Email to Sup Humphrey re contact from DCI Fox regarding this investigation.

Category
¢ EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE *

o PDLICE '
& Contacts mad (or atempted) *

" . ¥ category contains this product

https://eaglei.policé.nsw.gc;v.auﬂ141/webdriver.do?MIval=/ei/éi display co.n'tent&M.'..' 14/11/2012
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 From:

' “Thanks

* Pagelof2 -

 Wayne Humphrey/19634/Staff/NSWPalice

To: ' Kirren Steel/26458/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice
3 Brad TaYler/Zl627/staffINSWPonoe@NSWPolice, Max

: Mlbcheﬁ/lQ?BB/Staﬁ/NSWPo!ice@NSWPauce, Anthony
Townsend/20978/Staff/NSWrolica@NSWPalice

Date:  Saturday, September 18, 2010 09:20AM

‘Subject: Re: Fw: Chirch Flle

Kirren (Brad), : : o A

© As if I knew this wouldn™ happen!

No contact with him until after we {Brad and I} discuss the matfer, on Monday with you.
Tony, I will also need to speak with yout re this, :

If this matter is Newcastie City's, and I belleve It is, then.we will run It, 'éettlng our heads*
together with Petar Fox will not necessarily be the most advantegous strategy despite h;s best

intentions.,
Lastly, Fox'wm address communications through the Crime Manager.,in fuwré. I wil addraess

- that,

1 note he is now on four weeks lsave so Kirren you shouldn't have any issues with contact
‘until after our decision is made. _ : 3 .

I look forward to some robust discussion on this matter,
regards
wdh

wemmeKirrEn Steel/26458/5taff/NSWPolice wrote; —---

To: Brad Tayler/21627/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice, Max
Mitx:hell/19788/Staff/N5WPoﬂce@NSWPo!!ce, Wayne
Humphrey/19634/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice

From: Kirven Steel/26458/Staff/NSWPolice

" Date: 09/18/2010 06:06AM

Subject: Fw: Church File o

From memory one of you toid me to let 'you know if Peter Fox contacted me In rélation to this
sexual assault file that Il be dolng when I get back to the D's. Anyway, he has and below is’
‘his emall, Can you teil what I need to do with regard to him and whether I am enteraining
any of his inquiries regarding this?? . . .

Kirren
Kirren Steel

Aflnspector :
Newcastle City Police

https://dommp‘O7.glb;poﬁce.nsw.gov.au/mail/2}627.nsf7($1nbox)/BGDCCAA230E002..; 20/09/2010
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~~-“Forwarded by Kirren Steel/26458/Staff/NSWPolice on 08/18/2010 06:03A) —

To: Kirren Steel/26458/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice
From: Peter Fox/18127/Staff/NSWPolice _

~ Date: 09/16/2010 03:35PM

ce: Stephen Rae/26197/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice, Anthony
Townsend/20978/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice, Charles
Haggett/19499/Staff/NSWPolica@NSWPslice

Subject: Church File

Kirren .

1 have recéntiy spoken to Dave WAISDELL & Steve RAE and understand you have, or are
about to be allocated a file concerning alleged paedophilia and cover-up within the Catho!lc_(

Church.

I was involved in a number of investigations in the fate 90's & 2000's concerning a number of
paedophlle priests. During that time I interviswed Vince RYAN, James FLETCHER, Leo CLARK,
Michae! MALONE and other clergy regarding abuse. Mark WATTERS and I took out the warrant
for Denis McALINDEN in 1999 and I spoke to Leo CLARK, If material I have read in the Herald
Is correct Leo CLARK tofd Ann JOY and I deliberate lies to conceal critnes committed by
MCALINDEN. It may be that I wiil have to do a statement regarding what he told me.

* Further to this I have a number of statements concerning McALINDEN, The primary witness

approached me some Hime ago after speaking to a number of victims I have dealt with over -
the years, At this time she has asked I not disclose her identity but has very strong evidence
of first hand dealings with CLARK, @daciedand LUCAS and her own abuse by McALINDEN,
This resulted in me speaking to Mike STANWELL, AL =~ and AK - Idon't
belleve the main witness weuld not be known to the chureh, poilce or media. - _

- It appears 2 lot of the material I have compiled may crass over with what you have been

allocated, :

Today I was handed a TRIM file D/2010/133845 that has been through the AGs and Police
Minister's office alieging ‘possible cover-up of the crimes of paedphile priests by senior people
within the Catholic Church’, It refers to some matters I Investigated in addition to others that
were looked at Lake Macquarie, A copy of an Intell Report I 21949203 is clted where I raised
connections with a number of clergy paedophile matters and possible paedaphile network and
concealment back in 2004, o : : I :

Unfortunately today Is my iast day untli 18/10/10. No doubt this matter will take some time
but can you contact me when I return as we probably need to put our material and heads
together on this. S _ O

Peter Fox

- Detective Chief Inspector
- Crime Manager . e e

Port Stephens LAC
Redacted

htt'ps://dommp07.g1b.po!ice.nsw.gov.au/maillz1627.nsf/($1nbox){BGbCCAAZBOEOOZ... 20/09/2010
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lProduct Demllsl | |
Product History Cavest this Product umam&t@g_aamn muummm Qgtﬁ_mﬂa__ﬂp__g
Create Task related to this Produd
Title B . Email from AfSup Humphrey to Sup Haggett re DCI Fox
Type ' TEXT DOCUMENTS:Other Text File Number OD-21
: * Dotument
Date Created © 26 Oct 2010 o . Status Accepted
Created By DETSGT KIRREN STEEL . Reviewed By CHFINS BRAD TAYLER
sowrce . . A/Sup Humphrey .
Contact Name Wayne Humphrey
Contact Phone Number 49266501
Date Issued - 1371072010
Electronic or Scanned  Emall from AS:
Copy
Exhibit Typs None
Station
Exhibit/MPB No, -
Brief Desaiptmn

Administrative Document. Emall regardmg DCT Fox contacting D/Sgt Steel in relation to this investigation.

Category
e W*

% :ztegaly cantains tbfs pmduct

. :

oo

https://eéglei.police.nsw.gov.auﬂl4l/wi_abdriver.do?MIvai=/ei/ei display content&M... 14/11/2012
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From:  Wayne Humphrey/19634/Stafi/NSWFolice

To: Charles Haggett/19499/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice

cer’ Anthony Townsend/20078/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice, Kirren

. - Steel/26458/StafffNSWPolice@NSWPollce, Justin
Quinn/26028/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice, Fay
Dunn/19092/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice, Max
Mitchell/18788/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice, Brad
. Tayler/21627/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPolice

Date:  Wednesday, October 13, 2010 01:18PM-
Subject: Re Strike Force Lantie

Dear Commander Haggett, .
As par our conversation regarding SF Lantle (the investigation into the alleged coverupby

members of the Catholic clergy) [ would ask for the following to occur.

Detective Chief Inspector Fox has initiated contact with Detective Sergeant Steel (OIC) of the
Strike Force, DCI Fox has Indicated that he has possesslon of a file in regards to this matter

(Ir. and other documentary and anecdotal avidence. An examination of trim indicates a file

" originated at State Crime Command, was sent to Central Hunter and then ultimately to DCI
Fox. That file and any associated documentation should be collected and hand delivered to
Detective A/Inspector Quinn, Crime Manager Newcastie City LAC as soon as possible.

DCI Fox should be advised that he will be contacted by DS Steele in due course regarding
information pertalning to this Investigation, DCI Fox should not initiate contact with DS
‘Steele directly, all contact should be through the Crime Manager at Newcastle City LAC,

" 1 probably don't need to remind all récipients of this email that this enquiry has been éubjec‘t

- of much media interest {Commander Haggett you might aiso make the following very clear to

G

o —

DCI Fox please) 1t is my view that whilst this Investigation rests with Newcastle City LAC
then this command will be responsible for the overall management of the Investigation, the
investigative strategies and directions and any relevant media strategy. ' '

I thank you afl for your assistance in this matter.

kind regards

{r ‘ Wayne D. Humphrey

A/Commander
Newcastle City LAC

hups://dqmmpos.glb.pqlice.nsw.gov.ﬁt_x/ﬁlail/Z6458.nsﬂ($Inbo§c)/6CFE70DE6DSBBO... 13/10/2010
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IProduct Detailsl
Product History * Cavaat this Product. uauggtgggmtm anL_!mmjsf__m QE@E.L._J&LM!Q
Create Task related to this Product
Title _ " REPORT by DCI P FOX. N
Type . TEXT DOCUMENTS: OﬂlerText File Number OD-47 -
' Document
Date Created 16 May 2011 ' Status . Acoephed
- Created By’ DETSGTJEFFREYLITTLE . - Reviewed By DETSGT JEFFREY er.e
Source - DCIFOX ‘ .
Contact Name -
Contact Phone Number
Date Issued 18/10/2010
Electronic or Scanned REQB:L_DQ__QX_dm:L&LQZD__me {6120.1KB) .
Copy
Exhibik Type None
" Statlon
Exhibit/MPB No.

Brief Description , '
Strike Force LANTLE was established to investigate allegations of concealmg offences by dergy formedy & .
aurently attached to the MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE Diocese of the Catholic Church during the peggd 1985-1999,

stemming from complaints made by A L, A¥ , Peter COGARTY, A
" ‘Attached Is a report by DCI Peter FOX dated 18 October 2010 with annexures as outfined below. Ostensibly, the
" filepertainsto B aﬂudlng to concealment of offences of child sexual assault by (noW) deceased Father
James FLETCHER,

Ae Memorandum from- Mlchelle BATTERHAM, Manager A- Ministerial Liaison Unit to Ron JOHNSON, Manager A~

commissionerAs Sacretariat
Asietierfrom ~  BG  toAtiomev General John HATZISTERGOS

- A Extract from statement by

Ae Response fetter to BC\ Bng‘ﬁm,c;ela DA‘Amore MP A- Parfiamentary Secretary for Police
A coPs 1-21949203

Category _
o WITNESSES - OTHER *
° BG o
o POLICE
. O Repors *
* category contains this product

https:/eaglei.police.nsw.gov.au:7141 /webdriver.do?MIval=/ei/ei display content&M... 14/11/2012
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lProduct Detaﬂg
- Product History Caveat this Product ummgnm@np_ unkmm&ﬂziﬁmﬂm ggatga.&mdlfmd_ug
Create Task refated to this Produck
Title . REPORTbyDCIPFOX R
Type - TEXT DOCUMENTS:Other Text File Number OD-47
. _ Dottment
Date Created 16 May 2011 Status Acoepted
Created By DETSGTJEFFREVLITTLE - Reviewed By DETSGT JEFFREY LITTLE
Contact Name :
. “Contact Phone Number
Date Yssued 18/10/2010
Electronic or Scanned  REPORT - DCI FOX dated 16102010.pdf (6120.1KEB)
Exhibit Type None
Station . :
Exhiblt/MPB No.

o Brief Description
) - Suike Force LANTLE was established to investigate allegations of concealing offences by dlergy formerly &
’ currently attached to the MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE Diocese of the Catholic Church during the period 1985-1999,
. sbemnﬁngfromcumplalmsmadeby AL RK - PeterCOGARTY,, ‘

Attached is a report by DCI Peter FOX dated 18 Oclober 2010 with annexures as outiined below. Ostenstbly, the
file pertains to . P 6 " alluding to concealment of offences of chﬂd sexual asault by (naw) decesased Father

. As Memorandum from Michelle BATTERHAM, Manager A- Ministerial Liatson Unit to Ron JOHNSON Manager A~

_CommissionerA’s Secretariat
foletterrom B to Attornew General John HATZISTERGOS

Ae Extract from statement by B¢,
A- Response letterto B¢ by Angela DAAmore MP A~ Parliamentary Sec:ra:ary for Pofoe

Re COPS 1-21949203

Category
. WWITNESSES- OTHER*
PN ° BG
L e POLICE :
e O Reports
‘ * category contains b’u‘smvdud

-https'://eaglei"policc.xiéw.gov.au:714I/wcbdﬁver.do?MIVél=/ei/ei display content&M... 19/1 1/2012
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Local Area Comm_and, Port Stephens. S NEW Palles Forc:

- Raymdid Tefrace St
Ph 0418 201581
18 October 2010,

ISSUE: o | .
Correspondence received ffom. B G re possible Catholic Church Conspiracy. -

BACKGROUND;
Qeg attached file: . '

COMMENT: o ' : :

The attached file was received just prior to completion of my last shift prior t0 4 weeks leave, After
speaking to C/Enspector WADDELL & Sergeant REA T was umable to contact. C/inspector TAYLER. As
a regult 1 forwarded an E Mail to A/Inspector STEEL (co to Pt Stephens Commander & Region Dps
Commander) I have conducted no inquiries on that file. ‘ N

The author ini inting the file is known to me from investigations of the sbuse of her brother AB
and Mr Peter GOGHERTY by paedophile priest James FLETCHER..

 InMarch 2010 L was contacted by the region office regarding my knowledge of alleged conspitacy or |

cover-up of chilil sexual abuse within the Catholic Church. T advised in 2004 I forwarded two files to

-gtate Crime Command, Thase files could not bs focated. I forwarded another through departmental

hammels to the Ombudsman’s Office who initiated an Inguty. Y also cited & number of intefligence reports

" (including 121949203 attached) that 1 created and dissemi to SCC around the sate time.

Over mapy yeais[ mtemeWed g mumber of priests and b@shéps"conoerning sexual abuse of children.

. From evidence gathered in those investigations and included in my reports strongly

. suggested a 3
paedophile ring existed in the Newcastle/Huntex area and other members of the clergy were concealing

. this, Matters investigated by S/F *Georgiana’ and the charging of a number of priests in the same areas
over the same time p’eﬁods lends weight o those 2004 guspicions. :

In my own investigations 1 enconntered interference from Bishop Michae! MALONE, Mon Sigrior Jirn
SAUNDERS and Fathers Bill BURSTON and Desmond HARRIGAN. 1 cpnsidered charging thes¢
persons over what I believed to be lies to alert a pedophile priest of police inquiries, destroyng evidence
and covering up suspicious conduct. - - . '

In relation to Priest Denis McALINDEN, I have evidence that former Bishop Leo CLARK blatantly lied
10 Detective Anp JOY and Lin 2004 with respect to his jnowledge of MCALTNDEN's séxual offences.
That evidence also implicates other genior clergy. It also supports they concealed McALINDEN's -
whereabouts from Detective WATTERS and me for a number of years prior to his McALINDEN's

 death,

‘Miich of this evidence relates to conversations and inquiries conducted in the eaﬂy.part of this decade. I

would be happy to provide statements or other evidence frorn my earlier investigations if deemed helpful.
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"~ BECOMMENDATION: 7~ . -
Forwarded at the request of Superintendent BAGGETT and A/Superintendent HUMPHREY.

Signed
" Peter B-
Detgtti ef Inspector
Crime r
Port Stephens Command
A Sowwed o VUG S e 'xsci-ﬁ&im %.&‘?‘,m%ﬁ%:
EEEAN L. :

L ' | " 'Signed
. T O, i Oy
q-_\a\'b‘\b

Pape No.2
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ISSUE:
Correspendence received from the Commissioners Office on the 20" August -
2010 - regarding correspondence from 8¢ ~dfd 07/06/2010 —~
(possible conspiracy fo conceal crime by senior clergy of the Catholic Church)
{Annexure A) : o

. BACKGROUND: : :

On the 20th August 2010 comespondence was received from the
Commissioners Office at the NSWPF Sex Crimes Sqguad. The
correspondence relates to information from.

. . originally wrote {o the Ministers office who has
since replied fo {;,; (Annexure B) and in tumn forwarded her
correspondence fo the '‘Commissioner of Palice regarding a possible

conspiracy to conceal crime by senior clergy of the Catholic Church.

’ Redacted . .
_ . Inquiries conducted by this office indicate that
Father James Patrick Fletcher was convicted of child sex offences in 2005

“and in 2006 passed away whilst serving his custodial sentence. &0,

and her siblings were involved in the criminal proceedings against Father
Fletcher. :

Redacted

In August 2004, Detective Inspector Peter Fox, informant for the charges

| against Father Flefcher recorded difficulties encountered throughout the

investigation of Father Fletcher and other priest sexually abusing young boys
in the Lower Hunter. {refer 1218498203 — Annexure C} Inspector Fox noted
two members of the local clergy impeded police investigations through falling
memories in relation to significant events and conversations. Detactive Fox's

- stated.... there Is concem that there may be a paadophlile network within the

Catholic Church & ofher clergy members are assisting fo conceal this'
Inspector Fox subsequently notified the Ombudsman’s office.

COMMENT: . ‘
The original investigation into the criminal offences of Father James Patrick

Flatcher was conducted by Central Hunter Local Area Command - Detective
inspector Peter Fox was the informant. | recommend that this flls be
forwarded to Detective Inspector Fox for comment due to his intimate
knowledge of the investigation, the hurdles encountered from the ciergy

possibly consistent with the issues highlighted by: @ Q\ .
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REGOMMENDAT!ON
The attached-correspondence be forwarded fo Central Hunter LAG - Detectlve :

!nspector Fox for his attention and responsa

" gigned

RL McKey
Detactive Sargeant :
investigations Coordinator

-Sex Crimes Squad
5t September 2010

‘e
' 1. COmmander. Sex Crimes Squad

- NoTel. FopwAeEbel 70 D/rwm
LACOFOR.  COMMENT Signed

Detecﬂva%”'“
s Dlrectur Serious Crime Dtrectogtfémo S
’ ohertion o OS MF&" Rose Yo

e M ‘ﬂqo\“mzﬂ){ wn 3&.- ;,,A V\vu‘n«é\m\r&b Codboam Mg
. | L S\G“?d Jolm KERLATEC

o e Detpotive Supesintendent
£ | b/ Baccen |
AR 3. commander, Oentra! Huntér LAC
S iy 4 allers aplecsitinds
Wi ’ .
{ ok an Ve OC, F @

o cmnmander "fd\ 10
CENTRAL HUNTER

5‘ \)e:i’ Iwa Foxt

‘ C : Devector, Serious Crima Pirectordde ~ Soe et Spteerinz
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NSW Police Force

ww.hfﬂﬁ;mwm
OFFICE OF THE CONMISSIONER
MEMORANDUM bleo(t3 B
. 105373 '
TO: Ron Johnson
~ . Manager
- Commissioner's Secretanat
FROM:  Michelle Batterham
Manager
Ministerial Liaison Unst
DATE:
SUBJECT: Ministénzed%gﬁgsﬂggndence from BG
~ The Minister has received the aftached lstier from - Ba of
, and referred i fo COmemssxoner Andrew
Scipione APM.

This matier is fonwarded for your information and refertal fo tha re!evant
- Command for considerahan and appropriate attenﬁon

A copy of the Parfiamentary Secretary S rep!y to BG is also attached for
~ your information. _ X

Please note that the Mnmstenal L:alson Unit does not reqtire a repmt in
relation to this matter. 1 can be contacted on E/N 45276 for any queries on

this issue.

DEoRiDestorCommandsr S CC. ,
[ For aftention and diedt rasponss O.5.0 the Gommissiont

 Sigi c'd‘
o Sl - 3 Fot stenion en eppropriat acion 0.8.0 ths Comislonsr
D For advloe, including draft raapmse, by
: :;achelle Batterham R Chain  of Commend o Gomissioners Ofg 10 LEP.S
. Nianager .
Ministerial Liaison Unit f,”,;ﬁ“{,?:f;,,,“g’m‘“,ﬁ,"s‘dm, , %"&2?4‘}% g
v Papers:
3 §'igne_d "L[«/'Q




© NSW Attorney General C .
Patliament House T RECGREE RS
| Macquarie St Sydney 18 Jok A l

o - -/ .
The Honorsble John Hatristergos

Dear Sir,

' Iwﬁtetdyouregardmg'tﬁe possible cover up ofﬂwmime_s of paedophi epﬁests by

senior people within the Catliolic Church. .

Mclad'{cq |

' IdonotknowényﬂﬁngiabomFrMéAﬁndmor' NP3 bt do have alot of

experience of Fr James Fletcher. :
My brother AD testified against Fletcher at his trial, and several members of my
family including myself gave statements to the Police. . ~

o Ihowﬁﬁmmadia@oﬁstbai&&?emﬁpgartyhas'sddﬂmthemdo&abmmd

youngpeoplevmebannedﬁmhﬂ\eBislmp’sHomehMaiﬂandahdthathewasthm
ba_)oughtitmothehowebymewmrbywayofabmkdoor. : :

Cedacked)

We used to enter the Bighop’s House via g rear door into the kitchen. I remember

ofcenwcingoﬂxerpﬁestswhﬂelwasinthehomebutmotmmmbsrweciﬁcally o

which ones, -

. 1do not pmdnally know about any “ban”, but I can say the foliowing.

Myself and two of my siblings often spent time in the Bishop’s House with Father
Fleicher without our parents being present. : ' '
I was about 15 years old when Fletcher left the Bishop®s House (around 1985). My
brother: AB (who was abused by Fletcher was 4 years younger than myseif.).
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Istarted going there wher [wessboutien. o ofgcte ol

| IMaﬂmmmmﬁmemﬂwBishop’sHouseFam&mmmdmoﬁm.

intheannnxa‘tthebMofﬂxe’hpnseandﬂieParishSecretaryalsosatthe.re,bmlonly
remember Fr Fletcher ever havinga bedroom in the upstairs of the main part of the

" houoss.

Jéecﬁacl{xjg R

Father Fietcher sbised my brofher afte loaving tbe ishop’s Howe—a part of ABS

testimony referred to Fletcher abusinghimwhenﬁemhctwasbasedatnmm. How
conld anyone in the church let this kesp happening to young hoys? - '

Aftached is a part of my Police statement which might be relevant to you.
%' .

B,

7% Yune 2010
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. Extract from NSW Police Statement at Mmt!and Police Station on the 18° May

2063, taken by Detective Peter Fox.

As Kids we always looked forward fo Fafher Fletcher arriving and spending time
with us. He seemed fo have an inexhaustible supply of lollizs, T cannot remembeér-
if he ate a lot of Jollies himself, but there was always plenty for us kids, He liked

.- the attention ofuslndsandtonkadelightm handing them out to us, I can revall

that he had a jar of Iollies at his residfenee at the back of the Bishops house; he
also had bags of chips and cais of soft drinks. This thrilled us kids because there
was no way mum and dad could afford fe give us those sorts of things sli the time
and we would often ride our bikes to his residence. We often spent time up there
with Father Fleicher, he helped me with some homework on one oceasion, but it

was nmsﬂy just his company and the goodies.

Imllthataftera time Aﬁbmeanaltarhoy,asdidmyothertwe brothers
after tlwy had made their first Holy Communion. I think they were sbout8 or9
years of age when they Sirst started (o serve on theglian: Asaresultofthem - -
workingon the altar us kids would often walk to church with mum during the
bolidays for Friday Mass, but really X think we just winted to see Father

Fietclier & be given loflies & he would make a fuss over us. We all enjoyed his

- attention, we knew that-we were one of his “Special Families” if I can put it that

way. It was obvious to all of us that he would spend a lot nrore tinte with oui
family, call around home, talk to us after mass, that sort of thing. I have no
donbt that other families would have heen aware of this “special” relationship

- we had. We were not embarrassed or anything Hke that, we took 2 la¢ of pride in
the fact that we had a specinl reiaﬂonship with the paxish priest,

pw(ctétgq
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Dear Bq

1 refer to your letterto the Attomey~General the Hon John’ Hatzistexgos MLC

regarding 2 possible conspiracy fo conceal crime by senior clergy of the
Catholic Church. The Minister for Police, Mr chhael Da!ey MP, has asked

me to reply on his behalf.

Sectaon 316 of the Crimes Act 1900 makes it an offence for any person who
knows another person has commitied a serious indictable offence and has

information which might be of material assistance in securing the

apprehension or the prosecution or conviction of the offender to fall to bring
that information to the aftention the police or anoﬁrer appropriate authority.

In any prosecution. it would be necessaty for the Crown o prove, heyond a
reasonable doubt, the accused had knowledge of the offence and willingly
withheld this ;nformataon fram appropriate law eriforcement authorities,

However, section 3186 also provides that a prosecution for this vffence cannot
to be commenced against a person if the knowlsdge or belief that an offence
has been commitied was formed or the information was obtained by the
person in the course of exercising their vocation as a clergyman.

I have referred your concems about this matter to the Commissioner of Pdfica

for consideration of the matters you raise.

Yours sincerely

Angela D’Amore MP
Parliamentary Secretary for Police
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“NSW POLICE SERVICE

°

Local Area Command, Port Stephens. 0/;2’_,_,9 [ 197 @ﬁ‘ s “
. . ' . ’ | ] I . l o Sorv.pollon W B

Reymond Tewssos Stn
Phi 0418201581
/o 17 25 November 2010
- DF20 33?
| F20
ISSUE: . | Newcastle City LAC |
_ énegauons of child sexual abuse and cover-up within the Maitiand Newcastle Diocese of the Catholic
BACKGROUND:

Tn 1999 Detective Mark WATTERS and I investigated priest Denis McALINDEN following allegation#

by AE thet he had sexually asseulted her as a child. The Catholic Diocese disclosed that

McALINDBNwasbe!ievedtobeinkelmd'andweweregivmanassxmcetobenoﬁﬁeduponhis
retum. Incredibly the church was not in contact with McALINDEN. We took the assurances on face
value and swore & warrant for MEALINDEN's arrest. , ’

' 12002 I commenced unrelated inv&stiéaﬁons of priests James FLETCHER and Desmond HARRIGAN,

In 2003  interviewed priest Vincent RYAN in Jusine Gaol regarding suspected tinks to FLETCHER,
HARRIGAN and others alleged to be involved with gaedoplg’lia in the Hunter area. .

Soon after commencing investigations I 'leam’éé’th’at Bishop Michael MALONE and Vicar General James
SAUNDERS had aferted FLETCHER to the police investigation end disclosed the identity of the alleged
victim, This negatively impacted on the investigation and was reported to the ODPP for consideration of
charges for hindering a potice nvestigation; however it was elected not to proceed. - '

Bishop MALONE then refizsed & request by me to remove PLETCHER from his perish or restrain him .
from visiting schools. In defiance of my request MALONE extended FLETCHER’s parish to include

* both the Cathiolic High School and Catholic Primary School in Lochinvar.

1 later obtsined statements from MALONE, SAUNDERS, HARRIGAN and pricst William BURSTON.
All had met with FLETCHER following the allegations. All thoss statements were remarksble for their .
anthor’s poor recollection of ciitical conversations and smacked strongly of collusion and concegiment.

" It was intended to execute a search wartant for pornographic images on FLETCHER’s presbyter;i; '

however I learnt FLETCHER removed a quantity of homosexual pomographic videos and magazines
before this could happen. I suspscted thismaterial contained some images of young boys as mentioned by
a victim, Undoubtedly this happened directly 25 a result of MALONE and SAUNDERS’ forewsrning.

Iwas told by  soiroe that ELETCHER passed the mentionsd pomography to pricst Des HARRIGAN.

* HARRIGAN was heavily intoxicated when T confronted him in the presbytery at Reymond Terrace. He
admitted being given homosexual pornographic magazines and videos by FLETCHER, but denied it

contained illegal images of children. He claimed he owned the items and had inadvertently left them in
FLETCHER’s presbytery, He also said he had destroyed all these items but could give no plausible
explanation why he decided to do so. S .
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:As the investigation progressed a priest and nun approach me separately to provide statements and
information. That nun was leter ostracised by her Order of St Joseph at Lochinvar for assisting police and
forced to leave. She has not returned to the church, The priest disclosed to me details of inner workings
of the diocess and what he refarred to a8 'the old boys club” of Hunter priests and his suspicions. He was
pivotal in having another victim come forward with critical evidence that was later instrumental in
FLETCHER’s ultimate conviction. ‘ '

The assistance rendered by this *good priest’ led o & series of clashes between him and senior clergy
including Bishop MALONE. This priest suffered considerable stress from his tregtment and was moved
to Sydney. He has since elected to lsave the priesthood and return to auother profession. I have remained
in contact with both these individuals who are highly critical of the silence within the church concerning

"~ child sexual abuse.

" 1 was sware that Bishop Leo CLARK and Priest Patrick COTTER had been intorviewsd by police some

_may also be under investigation.,

~ down by the church and prevented from aceessing schools.

years prior concerning afleged concealment of Vincent RYAN’s sctivities. Sufficient evidence existed
against COTTER but it was decided not to proceed purely on the bacis of hit age and health.

understand that the evidencs was not in question.

Detective Ann JOY and I also spoke to Leo CLARK during my investigation. We predomiiately
discussed FLETCHER and RYAN and his possible knowledge of their activities. I then asked about
McALINDEN who I still believed to be overseas. (I later leamned he had already returned to Australia
and was residing in a Catholic facility near Perth.) I asked CLARK, “An alleged victim of Denis
McALINDEN has told us that she believes the church is aware of at least two other alleged sexual
sssault victims of this priest. Do you have any knowledge of that?” He said, “No. You would have to ask -
Michael MALONE sbout that.” i - o

Redacted

1 was becoming disturbed by the number of priests in the region alleged to have been involved in sexually
sbusing clifldren, They were all in adjoining parishes and giving one another support, This was
compounded by serior clergy jnterfering in investigations aud potentially concealing their knowledge of
crimes and admonishing those prepared to speak out. All of this caused me considerable concern,

1 recorded most of this information in a aumber of COPS Intelfigence Reports for dissemination to State
Crime Command. I also forwarded two reports expressing concern that a paedophile ring possibly existed
in the Maitland Newcastie Diocese énd should be investisated. I have never been contacted in respect to
my reports. Since that time Maitland Newcastle Priests ‘4, Tom BRENNAN, qu%\r
cand” NP ~ bavealso been charged with child sex offences. Tunderstand that others

1 20034 1 also forwarded a series of reports and complaints to Ann BARWICK of the NSW
Ombndsman’s Office which conducted an investigation, T have been told their report was critical of the
church but the findings cannot be made public. Nevestheless this process finally sEwW FLETCHER stood

PageNo2
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In Iate 2005 I was advised by the Catholic Church that Denis MGALINDEN was critically ill in a Catholic

Retirement Home in Subiaco, Perth. 1 made inquiries regarding his possible extradition but learnt he was
not zble to travel and he died two weeks later. Despite the chorch knowing McALINDEN's whereabouts
for some time I was not informed until his death was imminent. - '

COMME NT:

- Earier this year Joanne McCARTHY of the Newcastle Herild contacted me. She indicated 2 woman;
- ATJ "had confided in her allegations of being sexually assaulied in the 1960’s by Catholic
Priest Denis MCALINDEN. AT allepedlv had knowledee of a number of other women who

had also been sexually assanlted including. Pa—<Sy P(ll,

Although 1 had never met with . AT 1 had come across her name in 2003-4 when
investigating FLETCHER. Iwastold_. AJ - wasreluctant to speak to police as her kmowledge
< implicated a mumber of high ranking dergy in ‘covering up’ known pasdophils pricsts. She stated Iwas
-+ theonly polics officer she would speak with as she had apparenily spoken to victims of peedophile priests

.ﬂ_,;\a.  and their fanilies with whom I have dealt with. T agresd to meet with AT

redacle )

© Redacted AK provided me with 2 number of documents and a
 statement ontlining MCALINDEN sexuslly sbusing her and hor sister. A 1. * X

A have also been sexuafiy abused by McALINDEN and have never got over thetrauma, =+~~~

A K still feels guilty at not being able to protect S Sy A
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Redacted

Redaqted

Redacted

Documents in possession of | A\ and the statement of. AT  confimawithouta
doubt that retired Bishop Leo CLABRK kuew of a mumber of MGALINDEN's victims. He knew of the
serious nature of the abuse, He also knew that victims had complained of their suffering to verious clergy
under his direct supervision, When Detective JOY and 1 agked, ' '

«An alleged victim of Denis McALINDEN has told s that she beleves the church is aware of at
_least two other alleged sexual assault victims of this priest Do you have any knowledge of that7”
Hsaid, “No. You would have 10 ask Michael MALONE about that . ,

Clearly he told us a blatant lie and conceéled the names of victims 'knovl‘.m to the church. By doig 50 i;e
concealed crimes that MCALINDEN committed and his admissions of ebuse. Worse still is the fact that
CLARK knew McALINDEN was still at large and had retarned to Australia with the potential to
continue gummitﬁng his crimes. - , v L
During my servics1 have had to speak to hundreds of victims of sexua] assault, All of them are

disturbing. Sexual assaults of children are the most sbhorrent and abuse of children by the clergy is

* amongst the worst. To conceal such & crime is akin to condoning that behaviour, I do not believe such

condnct can ever, or should ever be forgiven by the law.
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1 haye seen tho pain of the victims of child sexual abuse within the Church, I have visited victims in
_ psychiatric institutions and seen the damage it has cansed their families. I spoke to & member of the
Newcastle ODPP who broke down crying and was unable to continue reading & victim’s statemerst,

. apologising to me when she requested o be removad from the case. - .

I 100k another statement from & mother wio was unaware of years of sexual abuse her son was suffering
-at the hands of her family priest. As & teenager he came bome in & drunken stupor. When he sttempted to
hang himself in the family bam his mother screamed hysterically trying to take the weight of his beading
legs until another son arrived to cut him down, In desperation the family called their priest for the boy to
" stay overnight in his presbytery with the aim of counselling him when sobered, This priest took advantage
of the situation and buggerised the boy again that night. This same priest, James FLETCHER isone of .
those whom fellow clergy went to such extraordinary lengths to protect. - :

" Reprisals are another distesteful aspoot of sexal abuse within the church. Some have reported to me:
having had their cars damaged and epgs thrown at their homes following guilty verdicts after a family

" biatantly turned on them until they no Ionger sttend. Most believe this is silently condoned by other
" priests and perpetuntes the silence of abuse in fear of speaking out. _

RECOMMENDATION:
I believe thers is sufficient evidence to conduct & full and comprehensive investigation into the conduct of
ths Maitland Newoastle Diocese of the Cathofic Church, There is more than enough evidence to put
' befomﬁxeAﬁomwGwdmduswﬁmSléoftheCﬁmesA&tomm@ammhwpfdugybased
onevidmceaheadydwd.lmaglybcﬁevetbatﬁnﬂwrimwﬁgaﬁonwm‘oﬂyenhamemchabngfmd
o possi[:}ydisdcs%ﬂmroﬁ‘meeﬂn#oroﬁ‘eqdm. |
e B Teverled that inthe- 1990 s sheralso told the-church-of her-sbuse but nothing was-done.... ..
. andthe polse were not told until she decided to do so herself. Sadly AE  died in2007 after years
YN ofemmseﬂingmdpsychiauicmatnentmuiﬁngﬂomherabuse.ﬂerhuwmd 8D spoke to me this -
- yeumdismomﬁxmptepuedmasﬁstwkhmypoﬁwinqmastheﬁimmoﬁhechumhwaothas B
™, ' ety on the fives of his entive fimily. The damage done by such abuse and concealment is
. enormons. The passago of time should never precinde the New South Wales Police Force ffom
protecting thess families and briog persons to justice for such crimes. If we fail to investigate and- -
pmseanemmnductthepotmﬁalibrittomnﬁmemaimunalw _ o
‘Over more than a decade of investigating members of the Maitland Newcastle clergy I have built up an
excellent knowledge base. I also have an extensive network of contacts within and outside the church. X
havealsob\ﬁlt‘upampxmﬁonanduustamongﬁcﬁmsandﬂ:eirfauﬁﬁesasemdencedby T
AJ’s spproach to speak with me, X have spoken to Sister Paula REDGROVE who has also
indicated her preparedness to speak with me and provide a statement of her knowledge. I remain
objective but passionate to assist with eny inquiry or myesuganon .

G TN
B

!
%
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In view of the number of priests charged over the past decade within the Maitland Newcasile Diocese X
am requesting consideration be given to the establishment of a tagk force to undertake 2 ful investigation.
I submitted similar reports in 2004 only to see more cases of sbuse disclosed since that time. My own
a:penenoes conpbd with recent evidence strongly indicates that pacdophilia by the clergy is widespread
in the Hunter and is being conceeled by experienced and semor staﬁ' within the dsocese. W‘xﬂmut

intsrvention these crimes are likely to coptinue.

' Inordertopmtect vxchmsandputnstopmthweongomgcnmslrespectﬁzuyaskthatthlswquestbe

given favonrabla consideration.

Signed

P FOX

N -

'®

cteoti 5f otor
Port Stephens Command ‘
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NSW Police

INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE

Investigation: 8IF LANTLE }
Title of Note: . Case Conferancs in relation to S/F LANTLE

Narfative:

. At 12.25pm on Thursday 2 Dacembaer 2010, a meeting was held af Waratah Police Station in

relation to S/F LANTLE. Officers present were:

»  Supt MITCHELL
s Supt HAGGETT
«  DCITAYLER
e D.FOX |
o Det Sgt STEEL
"« Det. Sen, Con. FRENEY
« Det Sen. Sgt. QUINN

Detective Inspector PARKER (Norihem Region) aniived midway through the meating.

Superintendent MITCHELL outlined that Newcastle City LAC has carriage of investigations
relatingto  AK , AL and GOGERTY. This was at the direction of the Region

-Commander. Mr MITCHELL identified that the investigations presented a high leve! of risk to the

organization and niseded fo bs managed well. He aci&vovﬁedged that Detective inspector FOX
had e sirong background in refation to the nature of the complaints, and that for the inveshgaﬁon
team fo perfonn their funcﬁon, i was essential that ha disclose all relevant information to the

team.

Inspector FOX indicated that he had compiled all relevant documents held by him, but had

- mistakenly left them behind. He indicated that he had no probiem disclosing Information held by

him fo the mveshgauon team. He indicated that he would make arrangements for the documents

1o be presented to the investigation team. He indicated that the information available would -

indicate that the clergy abuse/cover up is widespread and that there Is need for a broad ranging '
task force fo be established to investigate it. He mdacated that he had recently documented this

in a report to the Regilon Commander
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In order o control confidentiality in relation to the invesgation, Supt. MITCHELL Indicated that -
nobody was to spaak tothe media (including Joanne MCCARTHY): without his knowledge Mr
MITCHELL indicated that in the event poiice are contacted by MCCARTHY he was fo be

advxsed

lnépector FOX indicated that In addition to his knowledge of the A K and - A L. cases, he
had interviewed another lady nsmed, AJ .  FOXindicatedthat- - AJ hadonly
wanted to deal with him. She is a victim and a witness and has information dating back fo the
1960s about offending behaviour by high ranking members of the Catholic Church including
(gduécé\ HART, CLARKE and LUCAS. He indicated that she was from an inter sancfum of the
Church and had been privy to a lot of conversations. She Is bom in 1951 and was ten when
offences occurrad against her. He md‘cated that she was very fraglle.

Inspector FOX also lndicated he had & statement from a Mike ST!LLWELL who was & teacher at
Mermiwa, : :

Inspeétor FOX indicatad that he had begun obtaining a statement from A K - who .-
resides in Queanstand. He indicated that a loosa amangement had been made to complete that
statomentwhen A K- refumed to the Newcastie area over the Chrisimas break. -

Inspector FOX indicated that he had interviewed Leo CLARKE after his retirement, primarlly in
relation fo his investigations concerning FLETCHER and RYAN, He did howsver speak with

 CLARKE about MCALINDEN. Hs belleves that CLARKE daliberately lied to hzm when CLARKE
: advssed him that he knew of no other incidents !nvo!vmg MCALINDEN,

Inspector FOX indicated that he had come irto the investigations on and off over the years. He
indicated that in 2004 he submitied two reports o 8CC calling for a far reaching investigation of
the incident. He had also submitted a number of information reports. He indicated that he had

| -informants in the form of a former priest and sister. He indicated that he had no doubts that there
was collusion in the Church.

Det. Insp. PARKER arrived attisstage ofthe meefing..

Insp. FOX indicated that due to the scale of the mvestsgaﬁon it was 1mperattve that a task force
was estabnshed
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Supt. MITCHEL indicated that there waé a need for LAC inveéﬁgators to coliate avallable
information at this stage in order to allow further assessments to be made.

insp. PARKER indicated that the Réglon Commander’s firm view that the file was to remain with
the LAC. ltwasa matter for the LAC to coliate the information and pressent that te 8.C.C. if that
was appropriate. Insp. PARKER indicated that if the information gathered went beyond the
Terms of Referencs, the L.A.C. would nesd to identify why.

insp. FOX outlined that the information glven by AJ’ d:scloses other withessss and
potent:a! thnesses He relterated his earller wewthat a tagk force needs to be pursued

The meeﬁng was concludad at this point and Supt. HAGGETT and Insp. FOX deparied.

Inspector TOWNSEND arrlved at th;s hme and was briefed by Sgt STEEL. Presentfor this
briefing wore: : .

.+ Supt MITCHELL

e DCITAYLER

+ Insp. PARKER

o Insp. TOWNSEND

« DoLSgtSYEEL

o Dst. Sen. Const. FRENEY
‘e Det Sen, Sgt QUINN

' Det. Sgt. STEEL indicated that she had epoken with Helen KEEVERS earlier that moming.

KEEVERS was the Manéger of Zimmerman Houss for 30 years, She indicated that she had a
hrgh {eve! of knowledge about MCALINDEN'S offending and other pnests and victims, Sha
indicated that she has seen numerous critical documents ouﬂimng such oonduct

- She indicated that the most crucial dbcumentaﬂor; had been forwarded by Zimmerman Houss to
~ the Catholic Church’s Insurance body. She made reference toa document authored by
" Monsignor COTTER where he indicated that it was fortunate that MCALINDEN'S offending was- *

on children and not adults and females. She also indicated that MCALINDEN had engaged ina
course of conduct regularly used by Catholic Prissts where children were taken swimming in.
dsep water so that they wouid need to hold onto the priest for assista_ne’e.
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- STEEL ouffined l!":e ‘Encdmpaés’ program that was set up by Archbishop PELL fo treat priasis
who have problams {primarily child abuss). The program maintained files outlining the problem
bshaviours and Identified tfeatment plants. KEEVERS indicated that PELL had closed the -
program down without nofice. She indicated that the files relafing fo the pragram had been

moved by a man known o har for storage,

STEEL indicated that senior c!ergy moved MCAL!NDEN to P.N.G. for a panod after his oﬁendmg

. behaviour was di scovered.

(edactedd

Other Senior Clergy (BURSTON/HART and LUCAS) were involved in cover ups.

KEEVERS fold STEEL that police would only get one chancs at a search wamant because she is
certain that Church members would destroy documsnts,

Supt. MITCHELL indicated that the issue for the L.A.C. is the scope of the investigation.-
Inspector TOWNSEND agreed that the scops of the investigation had greatly broadened since !t
was first allocated fo the LAC. It was agreed that the following would occur'

1.’ Inspector PARKER would contact Insp. '.:Acoas.of SC.C. to Invite an Investigator(s) -
from Sex Crimes to attend & debrief to be held with KEEVERS.

2. Det Sgt. STEEL o conduct the debrief in the week commendng 6 Dacember 2010.

3. Dst Sgt. STEEL to collate all information available o date after the dsbrief and fonnu&ate
a summary document to be forwarded to S.C.C. for their consideration as to whether or

not the mvestigatton would fit their charter.

© Meeting Cbnciuded 1.15pm
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Prepared By: Deteciive Senior Sergeant Justin Patrick Quinn '

Registersd No: =~ 28028 .

Date: : 311212010 | - o
2R

382



Ca

7S

N~

.m'e.i HELP

[ﬁroduct De&n!i}
Product Fistory Qaﬁitﬁl!ﬁi’m Undete Cafecioriaton. Link/AUnlik tis Prodict ”Croaté o il Product.
Create Task related to s Product

Title  Email from D/C/Insp Peter FOX -
Type TEXT DOClJMENTSinvsﬂgators Note File Number IN-106
Date Created 2Apr2012 . ' Status ~ Accepted
Created By _ DETSGT JEFFREY LITTLE Reviewed By DETSGT JEFFREY LITTLE
Date of Note 02/04/2012 ,
Electronic or- Emaﬂimm.&e__lnsum&mf (1111.8!(8)
Scanned Copy
- Brief Description

Email from DfInsp FOX with attached report (copy of report (dated 25/11/2010) already on hand. Reply also by
D/Sgt LITTLE. Products attached. . ,

Cal:egory

.o* mtegary contains ﬂrlspmdud

Back o Search Results

https://eaglci.pplice.nsw..gov.ﬁu:ﬂ41/webdriver,do?MIiral=/ei/qi display content&M... 19/11/2012

383



Fiom: Jeffrey Utue/27476/Staff/Nswponce |

" To: Peter Fox/18127/5taff/NSWPohce@NSWPohce

Cc:. - Graeme Parker/24632/Staff/NSWPo!ice@NSWPoIice

pate:  Monday, April 02, 2012 13:05

Subject: Re: Church Inquiry

Hi Pete, '

Yes, I have that report dated 25/11/10 and am aware of that’
passage. HoWever, Graeme mentioned you interviewed CLARK???

Cheers: Jeff

- Jeff LYTTLE

Detective Sergeant -

Newcastle City Local Area Command

Crn Church & Watt Street, Newcastia NSW 2300
phone: ({02) 4929 0004 | Eaglenet: 70004

-Fax: (02) 4929 0634 | Eaglefax: 70634

“Email: littijef@poli g nsw,_qgv,g_u

-----Peter Fox/18127/8taff/NSWPolice wrote cemes

|To: Graeme Parker/Z4632/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPonce, JeffrEy
Little/27476/Staff/NSWPolice@NSWPalice

From: Peter Fox/lBlZ?/Staff/NSWPulice |

Date: 04/02/2012 12:25 :

Subject: Church Inquiry

(See attached file: Church. doc)

Gents here is & copy of the report I sent to region in December
12010. Pdra 4 on page 2 is the Leo Clark aspect I spoke fo.
Graham about this morning. I am surprised they didn't forward
my report to you but have a read and let me know if anything

else may assist

. hns:dommn0fioth onfice nsw.ooy.au/mail/2 7476 ns01%24SenlVEGRITRTASAGR2S. . 210412012
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Peter Fox

Detective Chief Inspector
Crime Manager ‘

Port Stephens LAC

Redacted -

[attachment "Church.doc" removed by Jeffrey_
lee/27476/Staff/NSWPo!ice]
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Local Area Command, Port Stephens,

HARRIGAN and others alleged to be involved with paedophilia in the Huner area.

Kaynioﬁd'ltqrxfﬁcb 8w
Ph: 0418 201581
- 02 Amil 2032

élhl:tg‘;uiions of child sexual abuse and cover-up within the Maitland Newyastle Diocese of the Catholic
BACKGROUND: - . .

In 1999 Detective Mark WATTERS and I investigated priest Denis McALINDEN following allegations
by AFE  that he had sexually assdulted her as a.child. The Catholic Diocese disclosed thait

McALINDEN was believed to be in Ireland and we were given an assurance to bernotified upion his

return, Incredibly the chutch was riot in obntact with McALINDEN. We took the assurances on face
value and swore a warrant for McALINDEN's arcest, _

1 2002 Tcommenced unrelated investigations of pricsts James FLETCHER and Desmond HARRIGAN,

In 2003 { interviewed priest Vincent RYAN in Junee-Gaol regarding suspected links to FLETCHER,

Soon after commencing investigations I leamed that Bishop Michael MALONE and Vicar General
James SAUNDERS had alerted FLETCHER to the police invizstigation and disclosed the identity-of the
alleged victim: This nepatively impacted on the investigation and was reported to the ODPP for
consideration of charges for hindering a police investigation; however it was elected not to proceed.

Bishop MALONE then refissed a requost by sme to reiviove, FLETCHER froni his patish or restrain him
from visiting schools. In defiance of my reqiwst MALONE extendéd FLETCHER's parish to include!
both the Catholic High School and Catholic Primary Schoof in Lochinvar. ‘

I later obtained statements from MALONE, SAﬁNDER.S, HARRiGAN and pxiest'Wﬁlliam BURSTON,
All had met with FLETCHER following the allegations. All those stafements wete remarkable for their

~ author’s poorrecollection of critical conversations and smacked strongly of collusion and coneealment.

It was irtended to exeoute a search wanaigt for pornographic images on FLETCHER's presbytery; '
however I leamt FLETCHER removed a quantity of homosexual pornographic videos and magazines

* before this could happen. I suspected this material contained some images of young boys as mentioned

by a victim. Undoubtedly this happened directly as a result of MALONE and SAUNDERS' forewarning.

. Twas told by a source that FLETCH’ER passed ihe mentioned parnography to-priest Des HARRIGAN.

HARRIGAN was heavily intoxicated when I confronted him in the preshytery at Raymond Tertace. He
admitted being given homosexual pomographic magazines and videos by FLETCHER, butdenied it
contained illegal images of children. He claimed he owned the items and had inatvertently left therw in

~ FLETCHER's presbytery. He also said he had destroyed all these items but could give no plausible

explanation why he decided fodoso. ~ © .
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.. Asthe invcstigaﬁon progressed a priest and nun approach me separately to provide statements and
Jinformation. That nunwas later ostracised by her Order of $t Joseph at Lochinvar for assisting police

and forced to leave. She has not returned to the church, The priest disclosed 1o me details of inner
workings of the diccese and what he referred to as ‘the-old boys club® of Hunter priests and his
suspicions, He was pivotal in having another victim come forward with critical evidence that was later
instrumental in FLETCHERs ultimate conviction. ‘ B

The assistance rendered by this ‘good priest” led to a series of clashes between him and senior clergy
including Bishop MALONE. This priest suffered considerable stress from his treatment and was moved
to Sydney. He has since elected to leave the priesthood and retum to another profession. Thave remained
in contact with both these individuals who are highly critical of the silence within the church concerning
child sexual abuse. ' o - ' ‘

I was aware that Bishop Leo CLARK and Priest Patrick COTTER had been interviewed by police some
years prior concerning alleged concealment of Vincent RYAN's activities. Sufficient evidence existed
against COTTER but it was decided not to proceed purely on the basis of bis age and health. ¥ =
understand that the evidence was not in question. . '

Detective Ann JOY and I also spoke to Leo CLARK during my investigation. We pmdoxﬁinately
discussed FLETCHER and RYAN and his possible knowledge of their activities. [ then asked about

" McALINDEN who [ still believed to be overseas. (I later leamed he had already returned to Australia
" and was residing in a Catholic facility near Perth.) I asked CLARK, “An alleged victim of Denis :

McALINDEN has told us that she believes the church is aware of at least two other alleged sexual

assault victims of this priest. Do you have any knowledge of that?” He said, “No. You wonld have {o ask

Michacl MALONE sbout that”

Redacted'

I was becoming distiwbed by the number of priests in the region alleged to have been involved in
sexually abusing children. They were all in adjoining parishes and giving one anothet support, This was
compounded by senior clergy interfering in investigations and potentially concealing their knowledge of
crimes and admonishing those prepared to speak out. All of this caused me considerable concern. -

1 recorded most of this information in a number of COPS Intelligence Reports for dissemination to State. -
Crime Command. I also forwarded two reports expressing concern that a paedophile ring possibly
existed in the Maitland Neweastle Diocese and should be investigated. I have never been contacted in

respect to my reports, Since that time Maitland Newcastle Priests NP3 ~  TomBRENNAN,
Ng% “and NP have also been charged with child sex offences. I understand that
others also be under investigation. . ‘ ' , :

1 2003-4 1also forwarded a series of reports and complaints to Ann BARWICK of the NSW
Ombudsman’s Office which conducted an investigation. | have been told their report was critical of the

 church but the findings cannot be made public, Nevertheless this process finally saw FLETCHER stood
.. down by the chui_rch and prevented from accessing schools. - oL . ) .

PageNo2
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In late 2005 T was advised by the Catholic Church that Denis McALINDEN was critically il in

Catholic Retirement Home in Subiaco, Perth. I made inquiries regarding his possible extradition but -
learnt he was not able to travel and he died two weeks later. Despite the church knowing
McALINDEN’s whereabouts for some time 1 was not informed until his death was imminent,

COMMENT:

Eartier this year Joanne McCARTHY of the Newcastie Herald contacted me. She indicated a woman;
had confided in her allegations of being sexually assaulted in the 1960°s by Catholic
Priest Denis MCALINDEN.  AJ ~ allegedly had knowledge of a number of other women who

had also been sexually assaulted including . G (‘.(7 -

Although I had never metwith' AT I had come across hier name in 2003-4 when
investigating FLETCHER, Iwastold  AJ was reluctant to speak to police as her knowledge
implicated a number of high ranking clergy in ‘covering up® known paedophsle priests. She stated I was
the only police officer she would speak with as she had apparently spoken to victims of paedop!n!e :

* priests and their families with whom I have dealt thh Tagreedtomeet with AT

Lo doched

. isone of McALNDEN ' : She provxded me vnth a number of docuinents and 3

 statement outlining McALINDEN sexually abusing her and hersister AL . A G KV

- have also been sexually abused by McALINDEN and have never got over the trauma,
AK still feels guxlt.y at not being able to protect AN/ C¢1 AV

2@. ge No.3
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Redacted

Documents in possession of AL and the statement of AT oonﬁrm thhout a
doubt that retired Bishop Leo CLARK knew of a number of McALINDEN's victims. He knew of the
serious nature of the abuse. He also knew that victims had complained of their suﬁ‘ermg to various
clergy under his direct supervision. When Detective JOY and I asked, ‘

“An alleged vzclxm of. Dems MeALINDEN has told us that she beix'eves the church is aware of af
least two other alleged sexual assault victims of this priest. Do you kave any Imawledge of that?”
He said, “No. You would have to ask Michael MALONE about that. » .

Clearly he told us a blatant be and concealed the names of victims known to the church. By doing so he'
concealed crimes that McALINDEN committed and his admissions of abuse. Worse still is the fact that
CLARK knew McALINDEN was still at large and had retumed to Austraha Wlth the potential to
continue commiiting his cnmes _

During my service I have had to speak to hundreds of victims of sexual assauit, All of them are
disturbing. Sexual assaults of children are the most abhorrent and abuse of children by the clergy is

* -amongst the worst. To conceal such a crime is akin to condoning that behavxour I do not believe such

conduct can ever, or should ever be forglven by the law
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I have seen the pain of the victims of child sexual abuse within the Church, ] have visited victimsin’

psychiatric institutions and seen the damage it has caused their families. I spoke to a member of the
Newcastle ODPP who broke down crying and was unable to continue readmg a victim’s statement,
apologxsmg to me when she requested to be removed from the cese.

1 took another statement from a mother who was unaware of years of sexnal abuse her son was suffering
at the hands of her family priest. As a teenager he came home ina drunken stupor. When he attempted to
hang himself in the family batn his mother screamed hysterically frying to take the weight of his bending
legs until another son arrived to cut him down. In desperation the family called their priest. for the boy to
stay overnight in his presbytery with the aim of counsellmg him when sobered. This priest took :
advantage of the situation and buggerised the boy apein that night. This same priest, James FLETCHER
is one of those whom fellow clergy went fo such extraordinary lenpths to profect, _

Reprisals are another distasteful aspect of sexual abuse within the church. Some have rcported to me
baving had their cars damaged and eggs thrown at their homes following guilty verdicts after a family
‘member disclosed abuse. Most victims® families are devout Cathelics who-are surrounded by friends
until someone comes forward with allegations of abuse, The family s ostracised within their community
and particularly at chirch. They are no longer spoken to and made to fee! unwelcome. They have backs -
blatanﬂy tumned on them until they no longer attend. Most belicve this is silently condoned by other

pn&sts and perpetuates the silence of abuse in fear of speaking ont.

RECOMMENDATION:

' Ibelieve there is sufficient evidence to conduct a foil and camprehens:ve investigation into the conduct

of the Maitland Newcastle Diocese of the Catholic Church. There is more than enough evidence to put
before the Attorney General under section 316 of the Crimes Act to prosecute a number of clergy based
on evidence already cited. I strongly believe that further i mvesngauon will only enhance such a brief and

possnbly disclose other oﬁ’enoes and or oﬂ’enders

AE  revealed thatin the 1990"s she also told the church of her abuse bot nothing was done
and the police were not told until she decided to'do so herself. Sadly AE died in 2007 after years
of counselling and psychiatric treatment resulting from her abuse, Her husband RD spoke to me this
year and is more than prepared to assist with any police inquiry as the failure of the church to act has
lmpacted negatively on the lives of his entire family. The damage done by such sbuse and concealment
is enormous, The passage of time should never preclude the New South Wales Police Force from
protecting these families and bring persons to justice for such crimes, If we fail to investigate and
prosscute such conduet the potential for it to ccntmue remmains unaltered, .

Over more than a decade of i investipating members of the Maitland Newecastle clergy | have built up an

excellent knowledge base. 1 also have an extensive network of contacts within and outside the church, I . = -

have also built up a reputation and frust among victims and their families as evidenced by
Aj’ approach to speak with me. I have spoken to Sister Paula REDGROVE who has also

' indicated her preparedness to speak with me and provide a statement of her knowledge. I remain

objective but passaonate to assist with any inquiry or mvestxgatxon

Lage No 5
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Inview of the number of priests charged ovet the past decade within the Maitland Newcastle Diocese I
am requesting consideration be given to the establishment of 2 task force to undertake a full
investigation. I submitted similar reports in 2004 only to sec more cases of abuse disclosed since that
time. My own experiences coupled with recent evidence strongly indicates that pacdophilia by the clergy
is widespread in the Hunter and is being concealed by experienced and senior staff within the diocese.
W'thout mterventzon these crimes are likely to continue, - _ ) )

In oxder to protect victims and put a stop to these ongomg ctimes 1 respectfully ask that thxs requestbe

given favourable conslderauon
Peter R FOX
Detective Chief Inspector
" Crime Manager
F Port Stephens Command
1. Port Stephens Commander
.2 Operations Manager Northern Region -
20
. - 3, Commander Northern Region

LaogeNo 6
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Investigators N(;te |

Telephone Convefsatio’n between Detecﬁve Inspector
| Graeme Parker and Joanne McCarthy.

" Date: 14 April 2011

Time : 2pm

On Friday 8 April 2011, 1 was contacted by Ms Joanne McCarthy, journalist
from the Newcastle Hernld. She told me she was the person responsible for
initiating the investigation into allegations against the Catholic Church to which

she believed I was cuarrently in charge. She stated she wished to discuiss this
attar with ma ¥ foid har ¥ had nn'hr hwi- £ talcen mnvr!gap of the matfer and that

m‘l LA TV AGAR ARAWS

it was my intention to familiarise myself with the Investigation Plan over the
weekend, ‘I agreed to call her on Monday, however, this did nof eventuate.

‘On Thursday 14 April 2011, I received another phone call from Ms McCarthy.

She again stated her position as an involved person in an atterpt to jusﬁfy her
need to be included in information dissemination about this matter.

I would state at thus point that my assessment of her position Is more one sumlar
to that of an ‘Early Complaint® witness, and therefore not subject to the
requirements of the ‘Charter of Victim Rights’. Ialso believe that even if she
genuinely felt she was a ‘victim? in the matier, she has a clear ‘conflict’ befween

. her personal position and the requivements of her job. I believe she would not

hesitate to place her job mterests before those of this investigstion or any of the
other victims mvolved.

At the beginning of the conversation, Ms McCarthy stated her intentioi to

~ publish a story in the NH regarding police ineffectiveness in the mvesﬁgation of

this matter. She made it quite clear that her issue was not with me, but rather
with the previous management of the matter. I told her that, as I had only just
taken over the matter, I was not in position to conmment on this ares. I made it
clear that I was not across the full scope of the investigation, but that X was able
to speak with her in general terms about the direction the investigation was
taking, She asked me the investigations current position and I told her that
investigators had re-established relations with the victims and that some

B vxctlm/thnesses would need have furﬂxer statements takcn from them.

About this point, she started to supply her analysxs of the previous 12 months of
the investigation. She was extremely critical of the both the progress and

‘management of the investigation. She cited, in her opinion, a general lack of

progress and the fact that several officers associated with investigation were now
off on long term sick report. She stated that it was quite clear to her; through
several discussions with officer associated with this investigation, that none of
them had the interest or desire to pursue this matter with the vigour required.
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She told me that she had met with DCI Taylor, DSS Quinn, DS Steele and a

- Barrister she had engaged to discuss this investigation. On completion of the

meeting both the barrister and ber had separately concluded two of the officex
would be of ‘no use whatsoever® in the further mvestigatmn of this matter (she
did not identify to which officers she referred). . _ ‘

. She also related the fact that she believed that she had been ‘sounded out’ on

several occasions, by investigators, to see where she wounld open to simply
dropping that matter on the grounds it was either too hard or simply unwinable.

1 told her that I was unaware of any such issue,

She spoke at length about Section 316, which I too to mean Section 316, Crimes
Act of 1900, Conceal Serious Offence. She made it clear that she had taken
advice from legal advice in this area and was aware of the difficultics of pursning
this indictment, given the fact that the original statements obtained by the
church, from the ¢two girls, did not disclose a ‘serious offence’ :

recloet~< )

_ She believed that rigorous investigation by a skilled senior |
investigator would disclose far greater improprieties allowing the standards for

.316 to be met. She feit with their background in these types of matters either

DCI Fox-or DSC McLeod would have been a suitable candidates,

At this point she asked if I was aware of how the matter had come to pohce
notice. Itold her I was not. She told meof AL disclosure o her and how
she first came to speak with DSC Scott McLeod about the matter including his -
passion to pursue the matter. She told me that DI Waddell was strongly opposed
to McLeod (or Lake Mac LAC) following up on the complaint, and that Waddell
had “chucked a wobble” over the matter to get it transferred to Newcastle. X
again indicated that I was not aware of any of the issues she was raising,

- She told me that she undersmod that and while she was not critical of me, at this

point, it was her intention to drop a bucket on the Police over the matter. She
stated that it was wrong that the senior investigator in the ares was not allowed

o run the investigation.
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She then told me that it may be in the interest of the investigation for me to

speak with an ex-police officer who was recently elected as the member for _
Dubbo. When I enquired who and why, she told me Troy Grant, because he had
already investigated Vince Ryan during his service as a police officer. She ;

- believed he had important information that would benefit the investigation.

When I enquired as to what that may be she simply indicated that I should

- contact Mr Grant, She stated that she had already spoken with him and that he

was only too willing to assist, if requested. )

At some point in the conversation, we discussed the position of the victim Al
whom she openly stated was a “friend’. She told me that over a number of
conversations/meeting she had gained Al'¢ trust and as such was the catalyst
for. AL'S disclosure. She was critical of D/Sgt Steel’s involvement with

AL . She claimed most of the issues arising between Steel and Al ‘were
due to Steel’s poor people skills and a genuine lack of interest and empathy for

the investigation and the victim.

She then questioned on what grounds D/Sgt Little would need to speak with

AL - again. X told her that investigator’s had their reasons for wishing to -
clarify certain areas, and that I would not elaborate on this area. She stated she
had no desire to know these reasons, but acknowledged Al. conld be difficult
to deal with and even uncooperative. She did, however, feel that an experience
investigator should be easily able to overcome these road blocks, which to date,
she felt had not occurred. She felt that. AL would be more accommodating
towards testifying if she were part of a multiple faceted prosecation, similar to a

~ tlass action.

While these notes are accurate, they are not intended to be an exact record of
every aspect.of what was a very long telephone conversation. That said, the
recorded areas are accurate and are areas I felt should be documented for future

reference.

Although my knowledge of this matter, at this time, is véry Iimited, it was quite

- transparent from this conversation, that someone/s within this organisation is

‘leaking’ discrete/classified information and investigative strategies to Ms

- McCarthy. Given her position as a journalist intent on crusading this issue with

little or no regard for either the investigation or those involved in it, it is hard to
envisage how this can be anything other than detrimental to a snccessfully
outcome. She seems intent on having Detective Chief Inspector Fox given
carriage of the matter for a purpose that is not clear to the anthor at this point. -
Without prior knowledge of DCI Fox relationship with Ms McCarthy, I can only

... speculate as to. why_this would be the case.

I will say, however, that during the conversation I formed the opinion that DCI
Fox and or DSC McLeod are the most likely source/s of Ms McCarthy’s '
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information. Further, from her own admissions, DCI Fox has spoken with her
regarding this matter despite béing under direction not to do so. .
It is difficnlt to say why DCI Fox would wish to be in charge of this investigation
given that most experienced investigators would quickly identify it as one which
- wonld fall into the category of ‘endesirable’, The likelihood of obtaining an
outcome satisfactory to all, or for that matter any, of the parties involved is
highly unlikely. By nature the investigation will, indeed already has, generate a
large aniount of media attention, Given the problematic nature of historic sexual
assault investigations involving the Catholic Church, there is a befter than
average chance the investigation will attract adverse comments from the media.
Given this fact, any investigator who deliberately sets about systematically
derailing snother’s investigation, for whatever reason, should be subject to -

‘censure. :

. Graeme Parker
Detective Inspector
Strike Force Lantle
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