Statutory Declaration
I, Stephen David Rae do solemnly and sincerely declare:
1. I hold the rank of Sergeant of the NSW Police Force.

2. On 2 May 2013 | signhed and produced a statement In answer o a summons for
production issued on 23 April 2013 by the Special Commission of Inquiry into
matters relating to the Police investigation of certain child sexual abuse allegations
in the Catholic Diocese of Maiﬂand-Newcasﬂe.

3. Annexed to this statutory declaration at page 2 and marl’ed "A" is a copy of that
statement.

4. The statement which appears at Annexure "A" to this statutory declaratzon is true
and correst.

5. This statutory declaration is made on the same basis as set out in paragraphs 2
and 3 of my statement dated 2 May 2013 at Anhexure A to this statutory
declaration.

6. t make this solemn declaration conscientiously belaevmg it to be frus, and by virlue
of the provisions of the Oaths Act 1900. A

Declared at Kurri Kurri on 02 July 2013 Signed

Signature of declarant

Certificate of witnesé

{ certify the following mafte concemn&g the person who made this stafutory declaration (the
declarant): Sstepnén avi

- [* please strike out the option in éach paragraph thaf doas not apply}
1. * | saw the face of the declarant OR~-dictnot.see tha face of the declsrantbeeause

-the-declarantwas.wearing-a-face-severing but i anmrsaUsied that g declarant had-e
-speciakjustiflestionfornotremoving the-covering;and——"

2. * | have Known the declarant for at least 12 months OR~*-have-confirmedtthe—
dectarant's ity using-the-follewing-identification-docurentr—

- . : identification document relied on {may be original or
Signature of witness - o ‘ certified copy)

doned )

“Justice of the Peace

Rosun  Cuvey hrnenD

Name

1925492

Registration No
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Statement of Stephen David Rae

.- Special Commission of inquiry into matters refating to tﬁe'Pche
Investigation of certain child sexital abuse allegations in the Catholic
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle : '

On 2nd day of May 2013, 1 say:

Prelim!nary matters

?.

My full name is Stephen David Ree and [ surrently hﬁ!& the substantive rank of
Sorgeant with the New South Walés Polls Foroo (NSWPF), | am currently

. atfached to the Police Prosetutions Command at the Hunter Drug Court.

This stafement is prepared by me for the sole purpose of responding fo a summons
dated 23 Apil-2013 lssued by the Speclal Commission of inguiry (established by
way of letters patent dated 21 November 2012 and varied by letters patent dated 26
January 2013) for me to praduce a statementin relalionito a mumber of defined
issues. This statement Is produced by me fo the Spacial Gommission of Inquiry _
pursuant to the sald issued summons unwillingly and only on the basis that, without
excaptian, section 23(2) of the Special Commissions of inguity Act 1983 applies to
restriot the use of this statement and the documents feferred in I, and attached fo

it.
Pursuant to section 23(2} of the Special Commissions of Inquiry Act 1883 1 object to

the Information contalngd within this statement, and any aftachmens to the
statement, being used in any criminal, elvli or other proceedings or Inguiries or

Invesligations of any kind,

Background

4-’

i termvis of My experionns as a ProSecutor

_ bsen engaged tn prosecutions inclu

I wag aftested as a pollce ofilcer In July 1969. After my date of altestation }
performed general dulies at Paddington for a perled of approximatsly 18 months.
Thereafter, | was attached to the Goulburn Patrol where | also carried out general
duties for a period of approximately 2 years. After thal, | then commenced dutles.
with the Highway Patrol at Goulburn for a period of time. My next substantive -
pasition was whent | was transferred 1o Raymond Terrace Pafrof also carrying out
Highway Patrol distles for a periad of about 12 months. .

In September 1995 | meved to what was then called Legal Setvices within the New
South Wales Police situated at Gosford. | commenced iralning as a prosacutor and
have bean engaged In prosecution duties since that date, My expadengg of
invastigaling erime ocourred when { was sngaged in genera! duties poliving.

. since 4995 up until March 2011, 1was
engaged exclugively in tha proseeution of malisrs bsfore the Looal Cowrt. 1 have

ding general criminal prosecutions, coronial

proceedings which are heard within the Hunter Valley Reglon and matiers involviag
o vilence. Since March 2011 up untli the present daef

apprehended and dormestl
hESe been engaged exclusively in the prosecuifon of matters helore the vNSW Drug

Caurt at Toronlo.

Signed

14353684, 1/MKS/3131624 ’2‘ 5‘_ (3



Sitlke Force Lantle

7. W general terms, | am famiiiar with Stnka Force Lanile having been created within
the Newcastle Local Area Command. In saying this,  ¢an also indlcate that | had no
tole in sefting up Strike Force Lanile and was not aware of the procedure which
was'employed to establish that Sirike Force other than fhe Involvemant ihat Is gt

out below,

Sesondment to Nor!hem Reglon

8. . Iwasseconded to the Northem Reglon by then Assistant Commissioner Lee
Shearer in 2009. When Assistant Gommissioner Shearer left the Reglon, | was kept
on in the Northern Reglons Office by the relieving Commander, Geoff MoKechnie
as a Stalf Officer. Later, wien the Command was placed in the hands and
responsibiiity of Assistant Commissioner Cattene York, | was involved in the hand-
over o Assistant Commisstonar Yark. | assisted her (o take over the role of Reglon
Commander. After Assistant Commissionsr York took on that role, | racelvad a
request to make myself available to carry on relieving ditles as the Staff Officar
from time 10 ime. | agreed to this request, and performed reileving dutiss in Apil
and August 2010. | did not retum to the Reglon office after the relieving dulles

performed In August 2010.
Report of inspector Anthiony Townsend

8, It was during the period of @ to 16 August 2010 that { carried out dullss as &
relieving Staff Officer. it was during that period that | became aware of the confents
of a repont prepared by inspecior Antiiony Townsend. | became awara of inspector
Towngend's repont when § commenced the relieving dutles, and when it was .

“brought {o my attention by inspactor Faye Dunn who had provided me with 2
"hand-over" documant setling out those dulies requiring attention during the cotrse
of the petiod when | was 1o reliave. it was within the list pravided to me that | was
made aware thet ihare was a need {6 review the raport compiled by inspector
Anthony Townsend into allegations of {hisiorical) sexual offences, potentially having
bsen concealed by clergy altached to the Maitland-Newcastle Diocess of the

‘ Catholic Church.

10.  Having read and reviswad Inspactor Townsend's report dated 12 July 2010, and
baing concemed about the contents of the report, | gave the matter priosity In terms

of my review of the file i{self and any action to be faken with respect {o the ife, My -

reading of inspector Townsend's raport was that It was comprehensive in ils lerms,
and in my view, was factually and legsily accurate in terms of its grilique of the
material that he had been asked to repost upon. Subsequently, during the course of
the week of 816 August 2010, | brisfed the Gommander as to Its contenls and the
oparational options avaflable 1o respond to the malters raisad in the report.

11' ’

RCDACTEY

Signed

. . R
taspaone nmcsmistons. 2O« 1.3 : 2
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12,

13.

14.

Upon my reporting the matter to the Commander, | rocall that the Commander
appearad to reaclly accept that those same alleged victims (both specificatly
nominated within the repert and in a more ganeral sense) doserved the suppor of
the NSWPF by taking investigative steps to establish whether the State could
prosacute known parsons for concesting serlous offences. {t was ingicated to me-
that the public Interest in establishing whether there was a case to answes was
overwheining. | shared this opinion o :

At fhat sfage, and to my knowladge, the Lake Macquarie Locat Area Command had

* conducted a long-running investigation into allegations of sexual assault by

members of the Catholic Church by way of Sirlke Force Gearglana. Having regard
to this fact, it was my view at the time that the Investigators Involved in Strike Force

‘Georglana would be well-placed to take carlage of any further investigation that

may have been taken on. The Cammander ggreed with my views on the malter and -

* ihe initial refarcat of the file for operational investigatioris to commence was fo be

allocated 1o the Lake Maccquarle Local Area Command.

1t was my view, based on the recommendations made by myssif and the responses
received from the Commander and the Operations Manager that there was lo be &
committed and professiona) praparednass on the part of those persons to ensure
that 2 diligent lrvestigation into the afisgalions would be condusted. This was
because of the general public intsrest and for the sake of the alleged victims of the

alleged cdminality.

Joanne McCarthy

15.

186,

it was my understanding that the materlal upon which Inspactor Townsend had
prapared his report had been provided, inftially at least, to the NSW Police Force by
a journalist, Joanne McCarthy who was associated with the Newcastie Herald,
Because of Joanne McCarthy's invalvement in the mater up to that point of time, |
contacted Joanne McCarthy by way of a mobile telsphone number that had been .
provided by her. The purpose of my call was one of a courlesy to her having regard
10 her actions up until that polat of time, and also fo inform her as to whet was then

amvisaged would happen with the malter.

Upon my contacting Joanne McCarthy | advised her of who | was and what my
position was within the Command. 1 also advised her of the role that { was
performing with respect to the malters ralsed hy her, Duting the courss of our
telephone conversation § advised horthat the fils was In the Region's office, and
was in the process of belng reviewed.  also advised her that a coraprehensive
repart had been prepated in relatlor to the matter by the Operations Maneger |
within the Reglon, being inspector Townsend, Busing the oourse of the same
conversation which was held during the week of B 10 16 Auguet 2010, | also
advised her that section 316 matters were diiftoult, and there were further matters
raised that required further police investigation, and that such an investigalion was
going to take place. 1also raised In the conversation, as & purely personal
comment, fhat | wished there was & belter framework that would provide a greater
tangible benefit to assis! the alleged victims of ite criminallty, other than the
oriminal justice system Htself. | ralsed with her the example of ihe apparent Success
of the Truth and Reconciliation Commisstons wlilisad in post-Apartheld South )
Africa, and encouraged her to consider researching and advocating for something

similar.

~ Signed
2.8.413 -

" 1453984 _t/NKSAGI624
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747, Atnostage duting thie course of my conversation with Joanne McCarthy did |

Indicate to her that there was nothing there to base 2 prosecution. As referred to
previously | ingloated to fier that there further police investigation required. .

18  Atno stage during the cotrse of my conversation with Jeanns MeCarnhy did 1 -
- Indioate to her that the matier would not be pursued by NSW Polics Forcs, or that

" the matlers would not be properly and adequatsly Investigated. After that ’

- conversation with Ms MoCarthy, { had no further contact with her with respect to the
subject matter of the investigation, or the operation of Strike Force Lantie. To the
best of my-helief, her point of contact thereafier would have baen Inspector Dave
Wardell wha was then attached o the Lake Mavquerie Loca! Area Command or
inspector Anthony Townsend who was the Operations Manager for the Reglon.

Cantact with Defective Chief inspector Fox

19.  After|finished my relioving duties on 18 Augus! 2010 | relumed to carrylng out my
duties wiitiin the progecutions ares, At the time, my offico was localed in the nearby
area to and physloally opposite that of Detective Ghief Inspector Peter Fox.
Atthough | was not in the office on 2 dally basis whilst { was carrying out
proseacuting duties, | would from time to time come info contact with Detective Chiaf
Inspeclor Fox, patticutarly iate In the evening. | was aware from my duties as a
prosecutor that DCH Fox was a police officer who had been involved in prosecutlons

. involving sexual abuse and members of the clergy previously. | was also awara that
tie had & general intarest In'the area as a result of his prior prosscutions. it was
douring the course of one of our convereations, and knowing that DC! Fox had an
interest in sexual abuse allegations of such a Kind, that | told him of the file, I have
spoken of above, that had passed through the Reglon and that-investigators would
be following up the matters ratsad in the file. From the cantext of my digcussion with
DC1 Fox, it was my understanding that 1 was the first to bring it to BC! Fox's

" gitention that there woutld be such an investigation to be canied out within the

Reylon.

20.  Asindicated previously, when speaking with OCI Fox It is my rscoliection from
things that had baen said that DCI Fox was not aware that Reglon was to
undertake an investigation. At no time on my recollection did DI Fox contact me
for the purposes of getting an Investigation officlally starled or that any such
investigation that was 1o be undertaken by Reglon was to use his materialas a
starting point to comimence & wider investigation of a number of ciergy.

21. Amached herelo and marked with the fetter "A” is & fue capy of an emall dated
16 Saptember 2010 forwarded by Delective Chief nspector Fox to Kirren Steel with
myseif belng copied in to the emafl. Apart from this communication from Dsteclive
Chief Inspector Fox, | have not had any other communications by 'way of email wilh
DC! Fox since that date. To the best of my recollection { did not discuss with
DOt Fox the investigation that had bean carrled out by Strike Force Lantie after it
had been set up within the Reglon other than in the manner set out balow. As
indicated previously in this my staternent, 2Rer | had completed the refleving dutiss
canried out by myself In August 2010, | had no ongolng Involvement in any way with

what would Become Sirike Force Lantle,

- Signed N
2.5, 13

14353984 _MKS/3131824
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22, Imetwlih DCI Fox in November 2012 and during the course of that meeting the
subjeot matter of Strike Force Lantle was disoussed with DC! Fox on & superficial
level only with there being no exchange of detalis betwesn DCI Fox and myself
ralating to the complaint made by him on the television program Lateline.

- Signed
Sergeant Swepnan Bavid Rag

L /7740«3' YA

Date

143596D4_{/MKI/3 131624
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