
STATUTORY DECLARATION 

I, Father James Saunders, of 167 Park Avenue. Caves Beach in the State of New South 
Wales, do solemnly and sincerely declare: 

1. I was born on 10 March 1936 and am currently 77 years of age. 

2. I was Ordained as a Catholic Priest on 22 May 1963 and since that time have always 
ministered in the Maitland Newcastle Diocese. 

3. I have been asked by the Commission's solicitors to set out the substance of my 
communications with Bishop Malone and Father James Fletcher ("Fletcher") in 
around June 2002 concerning allegations that Fletcher had abused A H 

4. I give this Statutory declaration solely at the request of the Commission. I give this 
Statutory Declaration unwillingly and only on the basis that, without exception, 
section 23(2) of the Special Commissions of Inquiry Act 1983 applies to restrict the 
use of this Statutory Declaration and the documents referred to in it. For the record, 
the same unwillingness applies to all evidence given by me in any hearings of the 
Commission, whether public. private or in camera. 

5. My recollection of these events is not good, but I did previously give a Statement to 
the New South Wales Police Service on 21 May 2003 concerning such matters, 
which I understand the Commission has a copy of. I have used that Statement to 
attempt to refresh my memory in providing this Statement, although my independent 
recollection remains poor. -RC;J)~c.. T~:::::b . . 

6. I believe that' first became aware of the 1\\-\ allegations against Fletcher in June 
2002 shortly after a 60 Minutes program concerning child sexual abuse in the 
Catholic Church. In the day or days after the television program, I recall receiving a 
telephone call from Father Des Harrigan advising me that someone had telephoned 
Fletcher alleging he was a child molester. Fletcher had suffered a stroke several 
years before that, and Father Harrigan told me that Fletcher was very upset and that 
he had concerns about his health. I cannot recall at that time being told that P\+\ 
had made the call to Fletcher, or that he was the alleged victim . 

. 7. (then recall maeting with Bishop Malone and he informino me of a recent discussion 
with B:r: who had told him that his son, J\t\ ,was alleging that 
Fletcher had previously sexually assaulted him and had approached the Police about 
it. Apart from that, I have no recollection now of the specifics of what was said at that 
meeting, or as to whether I told Bishop Malone about Father Harrigan's phone call. 
However I expect that I would have because firstly that was the sort of information I 
would ordinarily make known to the Bishop, and secondly because I probably would 
have seen a connection with what he had been told by .f\-t1 

8. Shortly after that Bishop Malone told me he was going to speak to Fletcher and 
requested I accompany him. I agreed and we travelled to Branxton together to see 
him at the Presbytery. 

9. 'again have difficulty with my independent recollection now as to what happened on 
the different trips to see Fletcher, and to the specifics of the words used, but my 
recollection is that at some point either before, or during the car trip to see Fletcher, 
Bishop Malone said to me words to the effect of: 

It;f f was under investlgat;on, I would like to know". 
Sign~~d 

Signed 
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10.1 do not now recall the specifics of the conversation when we met with Fletcher, but I 
do recall the Bishop put to Fletcher the ~t\ I allegations, which were strongly 
denied by Fletcher. He looked very unwell and I was concerned that he may have 
another stroke so J arranged for someone to stay with himwhen we left. I cannot 
recall one way or the other as to whether the abusive telephone call was discussed 
at the meeting. but I expect that it would have been. 

11. At that time I had not spoken to the Police. 

12. Some time after that, Bishop Malone told me that a meeting had been arranged with 
the Police and I recall attending a meeting with Bishop Malone and Detective Fox at 
the Diocese office. I again have difficulty in recalling what was said at that meeting. 
although I expect that Bishop Malone would have done the talking. 

13. I note from my Statement to the Police that I have said we went to see Fletcher after 
that. 1 now have no independent recollection of the circumstances of that visit, but I 
expect that it would have been arranged by Bishop Malone and I would have been 
asked to accompany him as happened before. It may have concerned what would 
happen with Fletcher while the Police investigation was on foot. 

14. At no time in accompanying the Bishop to see Fletcher, or in any other way, did J 
intend to hinder or interfere with any Police investigation, or believe that I was doing 
so. Nor did I believe that it was Bishop Malone's intention to do so. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and by 
virtue of the provisions of the Oaths Act 1900. _" 

Declared at .... /J .. 6..w..r:::.!t::5.:.T..Lf2 ........ [placejon ... l;'.~ ... ~ ... l~~-?:::~.tl.f!..f..;? ..... {date] 

Signed 
.. '" " .............. [~;gl/t;;;~' ~i d~~;~-;;~ii-

in the presence of an authorised witness; who stMes: 

I, Matthew Gerathy, a solicitor, certify the following matters concerning the making of this 
statutory declaration by the person who made it r please cross out any text that does not apply] 

1. I saw the face of the person 

2. I have confirmed the person's identity using the following identification document: 

.. V.K.J~.qt.~ .. ~l ~~.~ ....................... __ ............... {describe identification documslIl relied on] 

Signed 
.................. .. i;/g~atClr.glova'uth'pns~d ~;it~;~';i" ................ . .......... :;b./.6!1.~: ..................... r-J 


